Reunion 2012 honored the 150" anniversary of the Civil War and paid tribute to AMA's 
founder, Charles Roller, Sr., who rode with J.E.B. Stuart during the war. Confederate 
reenactors, including former Battalion Commander Mark Femrite, ‘72, above, encamped 
in front of big Barracks and took part in Founder’s Day exercises. 


Photo by Kiki (Mrs. Jorge,‘70) Rovirosa 
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To all my AMA Brothers and Friends, 


Let me first thank all the volunteers who made Reunion 2012 a success as well as our past president, 
Jorge Rovirosa. All of you have continued to raise the bar on excellence for each reunion. As an 
organization, this association has come a long way since our bleakest period in 1984. We have crossed 
many milestones under the leadership of Metz, Mahanes, Click, Nicholson, Saunders, Granger, 
Rovirosa and our volunteers who have run the Museum and Alumni House all these years. 


During the past 28 years, we renovated the Roller Home (Alumni House) and established a viable 
Alumni Association, an ongoing scholarship program and a museum. In looking forward we hope to have 
our museum accredited within the next three years. Furthermore, with everyone’s help we will have a 
successful fundraising campaign under the leadership of Roger Messick, ‘52, and Mark Femrite, ‘71. 


On 15 September 2012 the Alumni Association will meet at the Alumni House to discuss Reunion 2012 
as well as next year’s reunion. So please fill out the 2012 survey so we can get to work on reunion 2013. 
We really want to look at these surveys to see what changes we need to make. 


As your new president, | am going to need everyone’s support moving this organization forward. My 
objective is simple: to capitalize on our past success and continue to build on it. | want to give a special 
thanks to the reunion committee for an outstanding job over the years. Luke Snyder, ‘60, has always put 
a great program together for Founder's Day and his wife, Anne, has done a wonderful job organizing the 
ladies as volunteers. | would also like to give a special thanks to the Arnolds for all their work on the PX. 


In closing, the museum needs volunteers for the weekends. If you can volunteer even for one day, it 
will be greatly appreciated. 


President, AMA Alumni Association, Inc. 
Suffolk, VA 


exposed photos are always welcome. Digital 
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1935 
(JULIAN QUARLES) 
Julian Quarles continues to amaze 
his many friends and admirers. At age 
95, he is sharp as a tack and very 
interested in what is going on at 
AMA. He attended the ceremonies 
at the Shenandoah Valley Airport 


where Doolittle flyer Jack Manch, ‘38, 


was remembered on the 70" anni- 
versary of the famous World War Two 
bombing of Tokyo. God bless you, sir! 


1939 
(NONE) 

Buddy McCausland wrote to say that 
each issue of The Bayonet "gives me 
a boost. It is good to remember the 
people who were there when | was 
there and the experiences we all had 
at AMA.” Good hearing from you, 
Buddy. He is one of our most faithful 
correspondents! 


1942 
(NONE) 
Angus Hines spent three months in 
the Bahamas aboard his boat early 
this year and headed back to Norfolk 
in early May. [angushines@aol.com] 


1943 
(NONE) 

Dr. "Boots" Solan and Marge were 
certainly missed at Reunion 2012. 
They have moved to a retirement 
village just 20 minutes from their 
home of 40 years. Both have some 
health issues but, says Marge, "We 
are getting along well even though it 
was a tough decision for us to move.” 
They hope to make it back to next 
year's reunion. In the meantime, their 
new address is: 200 Laurel Lake 
Drive, Apt. 238W, Hudson, OH 44236. 
Phone 330/655-4025. 


1945 
(NONE) 
Ray Kauffman was the President and 
Owner of the Steel Fabrication and 
Machine Shop in Baltimore for 55 
years. He had three sons by his first 
wife who passed away in 1990 and in 
February, celebrated his 20" anni- 
versary with his present wife. He has 
lived at the same address all of his life. 
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1947 
(MIKE WELCH) 
Bobby Bowie (See Mickey Toms, *67) 


J. B. Simmons had a bout with skin 
cancer but responded well to treat- 
ment and is feeling good at 83. Linda 
is nearly 72 and still working but J.B. 
retired three years ago and no longer 
owns the vending machine business. 
Linda’s son, Joe, and family are living 
in the former Soviet Union where Joe 
is employed. 


Colonel Sam Conley lives in Sierra 
Vista, AZ and says that he is still "go- 
ing strong!” [sam_conley@cox.net] 


1949 
(FRANK SPENCER) 

Clyde Ramsey is now in an assisted 
living facility in Connecticut near his 
son’s home. Clyde’s roommate for the 
past six years is his faithful cat, Harry, 
who awakens him early each morning 
at chow time. Chow time for Harry, 
that is! Clyde very much likes to 
speak with his AMA friends saying 
that other than family, AMA has been 
the most important thing in his life. 
Phone 860/432-9303. Clyde’s new 
address is: 432 Buck Land Road, 
Apartment 232, South Windsor, CT 
06074. 


ass Notesf® 
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1950 
(TOMMY CLEMENTS) 
Jack McKenna wrote to say that after 
the story about him appeared in the 
last issue, he heard from two fellows 
who he had not talked with since he 
left school 62 years ago! Giad you 
made the connections, Jack. 


Ed Click and Sue will be traveling to 


National Parks in the Western U.S. 
with Nancy and Bob Bradford in late 
August. [edwin.click@comcast.net] 


1951 
(NONE) 

Archie Crawford has been married 
for nearly 54 years, served in Korea 
for ten months and had four sons, six 
grandchildren and four great-grand- 
children. Archie attended Augusta for 
five years and was captain of the 
wrestling team his senior year. He 
went on to coach wrestling for 27 
years and was elected to the Wash- 
ington Boxing Hall of Fame in 1994. 
Archie lives in Partlow, VA in Spot- 
slyvania County. 


Ken Wray and Martha live in Gaithers- 
burg, MD. They met when he was de- 
ployed to Scotland and they have 
been wed for 40 years. Ken retired 
last fall as a Navy Support Contractor 
BAE System. [kwray@comcast.net] 


1953 
(LEW MUNDIN) 
Lew Mundin hopes for a big turnout 
by his classmates for their 60" reunion 
in 2013. Lew was at Reunion 2012 
and was glad to catch up with Alex 
Wattay and Bill Kivlighan, both from 
his class. [Imundin@aol.com] 


1957 
(GOODLOE SAUNDERS) 

Buddy Krise and Hugh Harmon, ‘58, 
want to help Joyce Zinkhan and Ida 
Spencer when they serve the VMI 
boys on their march from Lexington to 
New Market this Fall. Bring lots of 
food, men! These fellows are always 
hungry by the time they get to Fort 
Defiance. Many thanks to Joyce and 
Ida for treating the Keydets with so 
much kindness over the years. 


Names in parentheses under each year indicate the Class Agent for that_year 
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1962 
(BOB GEBEAUX) 
Bill Horan is President of Operation 
Blessing International providing disas- 
ter relief, medical aid, hunger relief, 
clean water and orphan care where 
needed. His home base is Virginia 
Beach. [bill horan@ob.org] 


1963 
(MIKE BASTO) 

Bill Hoagland won the Doc Savedge 
Chemistry Medal in 1963. His brother, 
Jeffrey, ‘64, was killed by smail arms 
fire in Vietnam in 1970 and is buried 
at Arlington. Bill earned a Purple 
Heart serving in Vietnam with the 3° 
Marines and some day will be with 
Jeff and his parents in Arlington. But 
no time soon we hope. Bill lives in 
Manassas. 


1964 
(PHIL MATTSON) 
Bob Ash underwent surgery in March 
to repair an aortal aneurysm and the 
surgery went as planned. Bob and his 
wife live in Rock, WV. 
[cowboybobash@gmail.com] 


Steven Chisick has been in a rehab 
center in Illinois for almost 18 months 
with Agent Orange issues. He is doing 
well and plans to move to Virginia or 
North Carolina in the late summer. All 
good luck to you, Steven. 


1967 
(MAC McINNIS) 
Bill Makey has moved from Dunn, NC 
to Hampstead, NC. 


Mickey Toms joined his many class- 
mates for the Class of ‘67 45" reunion 
and paid his first visit to Stuart Hall 
since he graduated. He took along 
Bob Bowie, ‘47, who hadn’t been 
there for 65 years! Bobby found a 
picture of his wife in the Stuart Hall 
yearbook! No word on whether they 
found any old flames on campus. 
Mickey had the high bid for the United 
Airlines tickets at the reunion Silent 
Auction which will take him and his 
daughter from Durango, CO to 
Charlottesville this summer. Mickey’s 
Mom, Florence Fitzgerald, has gene- 


rously donated $1,000 to support The 
Bayonet. Mrs. Fitzgerald is the sister 
of the late Virginia "Polly" Mahanes 
who was the mother of Jimmy, ‘56, 
and the late Ronnie Mahanes, ‘53, a 
former President of the Alumni Associ- 
ation. [cmtoms@earthlink.net] 


THREE GENERATIONS 
Kissling, ‘62, with his son and 
grandson, Kaden. Kevin has been 
retired for four years and this past 
fall, he and his wife took a seven 
week trip across the United States. 
The Kisslings live in Brewster, MA. 


- Kevin 


1968 

(GORDON METZ) 
Jack May is working on the first draft 
of a novel with a theme similar to The 
Fugitive “but with an international flair 
and some romance." He has worked 
on the novel for several years and 
hopes to publish soon. 

[jack5225may@yahoo.com] 


1969 
(NICKY SYROPOULOS) 

Harvey Bowers reports that they had 
record snow and cold in Wasilla, AK 
this year. "We had a front door break 
apart at our bed and breakfast from 
high winds and a shed caved in from 
the weight of the snow. We also had 
nine moose hanging around. The 
snow this past winter completely 
covered our reindeer fence which is 
more than eight feet high." 

[harvey@agateinn.com] 


Robert Durocher drove down from 
Massachusetts to visit the campus. 
He is a retired Postal worker who 
served four years in the US Coast 
Guard. 


1970 
(HARRY CAMPBELL) 

Jorge Rovirosa and Kiki are planning 
a Viking River Cruise from Amsterdam 
to Basel in November. Jorge has just 
finished three sterling years as Alumni 
Association President. 

{jorge@farovi.com] 


1972 

(LEWIE KENNETT) 
Reed Nettles writes that he was 
pleased that AMA honored the World 
War Two Doolittle Raiders on the 70" 
anniversary of the first bomb attack 
on Japan in the war. (See pages 6-7) 
Says Reed, "My Dad flew more than 
65 missions in the B-25 Mitchell and 
helped to train the Doolittle Raiders 
for their dangerous mission. | was 
glad to see AMA join in celebrating 
what these brave men did without a 
second thought to keep us free. 
Thanks, Dad, and thanks to everyone 

else involved with the raid." 
[reed@hlglicending.com] 


1973 
(JIM ATCHISON) 

Paul Poluito celebrated the fourth 
anniversary of his successful liver 
transplant on 7 March. Congratula- 
tions, Paul! Paul plans and executes 
the AMA Open Golf Tournament at 

each alumni reunion. 
[cpp2q@eservices.virginia.edu] 


Jim Winchell says that he wants to 
continue receiving a printed copy of 
The Bayonet each time it publishes. "/ 
really enjoy reading each issue," says 
he. Jim lives in Wyoming, DE. 


1974 
(COREY KOENIG) 
Frank Geddie lives in Florence, SC 
where he is a general commercial 
contractor. He has two daughters — 
Jess, 20, and Zoe, 13. 
[frankgeddie@gmail.com] 


1977 
(SHAWN OGIMACHI) 
Tim Kisel lives in Solon, OH and just 
celebrated his 53” birthday. Tim is 
married and the father of 17 year old 
Stacie Marie. 


Names in parentheses under each year indicate the Class Agent for that_year 
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OUT IN FORCE - Some 20 members of the Class of 1967 came back to Reunion 2012. Pictured above are some of them. 
Kneeling, All American Jim Stillwagon and Mickey Toms. Front, row, standing, Tommy Pressly, Jerry Peirano, Tom 
Forrer, Jack May (with his hand on Mickey’s shoulder), Jack Prentice and Rob Carson. Second row, Jeff Schroeder 
(hands on Peirano and Forrer’s shoulders), Randy South, John Botcheller (between May and Prentice), Rick Smail 
(behind Prentice), Dave Raybin, Gordon Metz, Mac McInnis and Wayne Earley (hand in pocket). Charlie Smith and Brian 
Miller were not around for this photo op. 


l= 
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REUNION 2012 - Above, left, Mickey Toms and John Botcheller, both ‘67, with their favorite rat, Victor Gomez, ‘69, 
with whom they were in the newspaper delivery business at AMA. Then, Randy Armstrong, ‘72, Wayne Vincent, ‘73, 


Brett Thompson, ‘75, and Doug Driscoll, ‘72, all Band Company vets. Below, left, George Mineff, ‘77, his daughter, 
Lindsey, and her friend, Joseph Ribic. Right, Bud Oakey, ‘70, Mac McInnis, ‘67, and Chris Meek, ‘83. 
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95 YEAR OLD JULIAN QUARLES, ‘35, was present for 
the wreath laying at the Shenandoah Valley Airport in 
honor of Jack Manch’s part in the Doolittle Raid. With 
him is Foundation Chairman Bob Bradford, ‘50. 


200 years ago 
Quarles’ grandfather — yes, his 


grandfather — was in War of 1812 


As difficult as it is to believe, the grandfather of Julian 
Quarles, 35, served with American troops in the War of 
1812, two centuries ago this year. 

Peter Quarles lived in Caroline County, Virginia over the 
mountains from the Valley. At age 14 or 15, he enlisted in 
the American Army which was fighting British troops for the 
second time in less than 30 years. Very late in his life, his 
wife brought Julian's father into the world, part of a very big 
family of boys with but one girl amongst the group. 

Julian says that his grandmother received government 
benefits for the rest of her life. 

Quite a few of Julian's father's brothers fought in the Civil 
War and Julian remembers in his youth sitting on his front 
porch and listening to his uncles and his father talk about 
the war. Very late in his father's life, Julian was born in 
1917, the youngest in the family. 

The new United States had declared war on the British 
Empire in 1812 after England had imposed severe trade 
restrictions on American products, had continued to impress 
American sailors into the Royal Navy and were supporting 
American Indian tribes which opposed American expansion. 
Near the end of the war in 1814, the British burned the 
White House and the Capitol while Dolley Madison fled the 
capital city with the famous Stuart painting of George 
Washington. It was in the War of 1812 that Francis Scott 
Key saw that “our flag was still there” at Fort McHenry 
outside Baltimore and penned our National Anthem. 

Julian earned two Silver Stars and two Bronze Stars for 
Valor plus a Purple Heart in World War II in the Italian 
campaign. He and his company commander had been 
captured by Nazi troops and put on a train headed for 
Germany. They escaped from the train and made their way 
back to American lines over the next 33 days with the help 
of many friendly Italian families, some of whom Julian was 
able to visit after the war. 


Harrisonburg paper publishes 
Memorial Day salute to Quarles 


The week before Memorial day, the Harrisonburg Daily 
News-Record did a near full page picture story on Julian 
Quarles' experiences in World War Two. 

The story tells of Julian's time at AMA where he became 
the South Atlantic prep school boxing champion and how he 
was called to active duty the "day after Pearl Harbor." It 
details his month behind enemy lines and shows the Look 
magazine feature story on his escape from the Nazi prison 
train on its way to Germany. 

A marvelous and fitting salute to an AMA hero! 


“SHORTY" MANCH towers over General Doolittle at a 
reunion of Tokyo Raiders in 1955. 
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Jack Manch, ‘38, is remembered on the 70" 
anniversary of the Doolittle Raid on Tokyo 


Seventy years after 16 B-25 Mitchell bombers, flying 
from the deck of an American carrier, dropped the first 
bombs on Japan in World War Two, the AMA Alumni 
Association paid tribute to the only Virginian on the raid, 
Jack "Shorty" Manch, ~38, son of AMA's Bandmaster 
and German teacher Major Martin Manch. 

Joining AMA Alumni Association President Jorge 
Rovirosa, ~70, and AMA Alumni Foundation Chairman 
Bob Bradford, “50, was World War Two hero Julian 
Quarles, °35, who knew Manch before the war. 

Only four months after the Japanese attack on the 
American fleet at Pearl Harbor, Colonel Jimmy Dooilittie 
and the crews of the 16 planes struck back at Japan. 
Fortunately for America, her carriers were at sea when 
the bombs fell on the U. S. ships in port at Pear! Harbor. 
The date of the Doolittle Raid was 18 April 1942 and on 
18 April 2012, AMA remembered. 

Manch co-piloted the third plane off the deck of the 
USS Hornet and flew into the history books. A morale 
boost for America which had gotten only bad news since 
7 December 1941, the attack demoralized the Japanese 
who had been assured by their military leaders that their 
homeland was safe from attack by the United States. 

Japanese Fleet Admiral Yamamoto immediately began 
to plan a trap for the U.S. carriers which led to the Battle 
of Midway where four Japanese carriers were sunk and 
the Japanese were never again on the offensive, though 
the war would drag on until two atomic bombs ended it 
in 1945. 

All 16 planes in the attack were lost. The American 
task force had been sighted by a Japanese fishing boat 
far off the Japanese coast and Colonel Doolittle made 
the decision to launch immediately knowing that the 
planes likely would not have enough fuel to reach the 
safety of Chinese airfields far inland. Eleven American 
crewmen died, four of them executed by Japanese 
troops. Jack Manch bailed out of his plane over China 
loaded for bear! He carried three pistols, a rifle which 
Major Manch had sent to him, a knife and a hatchet. In 
addition, he stuffed many Baby Ruths into his shirt which 
was open at the collar. When he jumped, the chute 
jerked him violently and he not only dropped most of his 
weapons, the Baby Ruths were shucked right out of their 
wrappers! 

The Chinese villagers near where Jack landed were 
frightened at “Shorty's” six-foot-seven-frame but he 
made them understand that he was a friend by holding 
his nose while pointing to a Japanese flag. The friendly 
Chinese got Manch and others in his crew back to 
American lines. 

He spent the rest of the war flying "The Hump," the 
dangerous trip from Burma over the Himalayas into 
China. Shorty flew in the Korean War and lost his life in 
1958 as he steered his crippled aircraft away from the 
populous area of Las Vegas. 
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FRONT PAGE COVERAGE - Alumni President Jorge Rovirosa, 
‘70, places the wreath beneath the plaque honoring Jack 


Manch at the Shenandoah Valley Airport. 
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Reenactors show life as a Civil War soldier 


TheY marched, they cooked, they 
demonstrated what life was like in a 
Southern Civil War camp. These were 
members of the 5" Virginia, Confed- 
erate States of America, who pay 
homage to those who fought for what 
they believed a century and a half 
ago. They came to the AMA campus 
to pitch their tents and to spend a 
night in front of Big Barracks on the 
Saturday of the reunion weekend. 

Arranged by Nicky Syropoulos, 
‘69, and Mark Femrite, ‘72, they 
demonstrated how they cooked and 
how they set up camp. And to make it 
all the more real, Mother Nature 
conjured up a heavy downpour, a 
situation not unknown to the troops in 
1861-65. The Valley Pike Fife and 
Drum Corps, commanded by Drum 
Major Hunter Desper, provided period 
music and Captain Mike "Chappie" 
Chapple, 5" Virginia, Company E, 1LT 
Will Perkinson and 1 Sergeant 
Waverly Adcock, were in command. 
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THE SOLDIERS march up the hill from Lily Valley to the Stone Church 
Cemetery led by 1LT Steve DiCarlo on horseback and trailed by his wife, 
Cynthia, who portrayed a war widow. 


AT FOUNDER’S DAY, appropriate Civil 
War music was provided by a drum- 
mer and fifer from the Valley Pike Fife 
and Drum Corps. 


We owe a great debt to these men 
who gave up a good portion of their 
weekend to help make our reunion 
such a success and who strove to 
show things as they were in the war. 
They provide their own uniforms and 


weapons, drill on their own time and 
in this and the next three sesquicen- 
tennial years will recreate the great 
battles of the War Between the States. 

Whether clad in blue or grey, the 
men on both sides fought for what 


they held dear. Many of the reenact- 
ors have ancestors who were soldiers 
in the war and their present day dedi- 
cation to "getting it right” is a well 
earned tribute to the soldiers of 1861- 
1865. 
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Headquarters Tent where Charlie Hillsman 
would have held forth. Note the cars parked 
in the Drill Field . 


ON GLASS - Nicky Syropoulos, ‘69, with General Charlie 


Hillsman, ‘71, at the Confederate Maryland Ball in 2000. 
This photo was made on a glass plate just as were all 
photos from the Civil War era. 


LTC Nicky Syropoulos 
spoke with affection about 
Charlie, above, then 
introduced Tony 
Zusman,Hillsman's 
Adjutant, right, who paid an 
emotional tribute to his 
former commander. 
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The Confederate Honor Squad, heads bowed, listens to a 
prayer. Standing to the left is Mark "Henry” Femrite, ‘72, 
who helped arrange the reenactors’ presence. 


FOUNDER’S DAY CHAIRMAN LUKE SNYDER, ‘60, 
presides at the ceremonies. 


rs eae 


Confederate drummers lead the Honor Squad from the 
Augusta Stone Church Cemetery. 
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Jerry Arnold, ‘66, presents to Linda 
Roller Livick a replica Confederate 
sword. Linda is the great-grand- 
daughter of AMA’s founder and the 
granddaughter of General Charles 
S. Roller, Jr, "the Big Boy." Seated 
is Colonel Mal Livick. Arnold also 
presented sabers to several of the 
reenactors including AMA’s Mark 
Femrite, ‘72, Nicky Syropoulos, ‘69, 
and Keene Byrd, ‘59. 


Professor Roller remembered 
Founder's Day salutes the "Old Boss" 


Gathering in the Augusta Stone Church Cemetery for the yearly 
Founder's Day ceremonies, alumni, friends and a contingent of 
Confederate reenactors paid tribute to AMA's founder who fought in the 
Civil War for three and a half years. 

Keene Byrd, 59, portrayed Professor Charles S. Roller, Sr. and re- 
counted Civil War events and what it was like as the war swept up and 
down the Valley. Keene, who developed his love for acting from 
Rosalie Ralph, Coach Bill Ralph's wife, who taught drama at AMA, 
took the first person role of the Professor (his comments in full begin 
on the next page) and told of the genesis of Augusta Military Academy. 
At the conclusion of this presentation, Mal Livick, Jr., °75, thanked his 
great-great-grandfather "for what you started for us all." 

A Confederate Color Guard carried the flags into the cemetery, a 
Confederate Honor Guard stood by to fire a salute and a lone horse- 
man patrolled the cemetery during the ceremonies. 

Jerry Arnold, 66, presented a replica Civil War sword to Linda 
Roller Livick, Professor Roller's great granddaughter. Later, he also 
presented swords to a number of the reenactors, each specially in- 
scribed. 

A Confederate drum and fife provided music for the event. 


Keene Byrd, ‘59, portrays AMA’s founder 
Professor Charles S. Roller, Sr. 


Above, left, AMA’s founder’s great-great-grandson, Mal Livick, Jr., 
Professor Roller. Right, above, Bud Oakey, ‘70, sounds Taps as Byrd looks on. Below, left, a lone rider patroled the 
cemetery during Founder’s Day ceremonies. Below, right, Foundation Chair Bob Bradford, ‘50, and Association 


President Jorge Rovirosa, ‘70, place a wreath at the Roller obelisk as Founder’s Day Chair Luke Snyder, ‘60, looks on. 
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Keene Byrd’s tribute to AMA’s Founder, Charles S. Roller, Sr. 


I was born just up the Valley Pike from here in Mount Sidney 
on the 8th of May in 1839.1 was the oldest of seven children... 
but four of my brothers and sisters died before they were five 
years old. That was just the way it was back then. 

My father was the postmaster at Mount Sidney. We didn’t 
have any public schools anywhere in Augusta County... but my 
father wanted me to have an education. 

So I went to what they called Mossy Creek Academy where 
Jed Hotchkiss was the principal. I am sure y’all know that Jed 
was Stonewall Jackson’s map maker...and during the Civil 
War... he would stop by my daddy’s house and stay the night 
sometimes... but I am getting ahead of myself. 

In the summers... I worked on the family farm and was a 
pretty good horseman. I also studied a lot because I thought I 
wanted to be a lawyer or a teacher one day. 

As a matter of fact... I went to the University of Virginia for 
two years... but then life changed for me, my family and our 
neighbors. 

As soon as we heard about the first battle of the Civil War at 
Manassas... where our boys whipped up on those Yanks pretty 
good...I took my horse and rode up to Fairfax Court House 
where I enlisted as a private in J.E.B. Stuart’s Cavalry. 

I was in E Company of the First Virginia which had mostly 
fellows from Staunton, Waynesboro and Augusta County. Some 
called our company “The Valley Rangers" and others called it 
“The Augusta Rangers." The first soldier to get killed in battle 
from the regiment was from my company. 

I won’t go into any details about all the fighting we did but 
you can pretty well figure out what we were up against when I 
tell you where we fought... at Port Republic... at Chancellors- 
ville where we lost ole Stonewall... at Gettysburg where 
Pickett’s brave Virginians charged across that wide open field... 
We fought at Spotsylvania and Cedar Creek and Antietam and 
lots of other places I’d just as soon forget. 

On the 8" of April in 1865... I was a courier taking a note to 
General Fitzhugh Lee who had his headquarters near the 
Appomattox Court House. Well, sir, my horse threw me and the 
next thing I knew I was a Yankee prisoner. But only for one day 
since General Lee had to surrender to General Grant the very 
next day. 

General Grant let us keep our horses if we had them... so I 
started for home. That awful long four years of war was over in 
Virginia... and pretty soon all the other Confederate armies had 
to lay down their arms too. 

The Valley was in pretty bad shape. Barns and houses had 
been burned. The Yankees had come through and taken all the 
food and animals. It was only April and most of the crops 
weren’t in. A lot of people were hungry. 

My younger brother... Courtney... had served in the Fifth 
Virginia... and later in the war with us in the Augusta Rangers. 
It was hard on us and all the other veterans to have seen so 
much blood spilled. I have to tell you that Court and I... 
together with lots of other young fellows... spent a lot of time 
in the tavern in Mount Sidney trying to forget the horrors we 
had seen. 

But as summer went by and September came... I found that 
I had a higher purpose to serve. I discovered that there was 


another kind of hunger that a corn fritter wouldn’t cure. Lots of 
the boys hadn’t seen a classroom for four years... and because 
I had a little college... they commenced to ask me to teach them 
the three R’s: readin’, writin’ and ’rithmatic. 

So... right over there (pointing toward the church)... C. M. 
Packer and I started in tutoring these fellows. The war hadn’t 
been over but four months... and here we were trying to make 
up for four years of lost time. 

There was a red brick building by the church... and I became 
Principal of what we called the Old Fort Academy in 1866. We 
arranged for folks who lived around here to board the students 
who didn’t live within a walk or a horseback ride to the school. 

School ran for five months. All the boys had farm work to do 
when the weather was good. I taught English and languages... 
and charged 45 dollars for each student for the whole five 
months. I heard that later on... the tuition at AMA was a little 
more than 45 dollars... but that’s what it was right after the 
Civil War... and lots of folks had trouble coming up with even 
45 dollars, I can tell you. 

I got myself elected to the Virginia State Legislature in 
1871... but only for one term. There's a bunch of folks today 
who I wish would only stay for one term... but I can't do 
anything about that, I guess. 

Round about 1874... I moved my school from the brick 
building to a new frame building there a little south of the 
church. I courted Rosabelle Moorman... and we got married in 
October of 1874. 1874 is also the year I count as the founding 
date of AMA... though we didn't call it AMA yet. 

In 1879... I built the house where the AMA Alumni House 
and Museum is now located. 

Rosabelle and I had four children that many AMA folks will 
remember: Our daughter... Maggie Belle... who later lived in 
the old family house... Our son... William... who was the AMA 
doctor for a time... Our son... Tom... who was AMA's princi- 
pal from the time I died in 1907 until 1946 when he died... and 
our son... Charles, Junior... who most of you knew as General 
Roller or "The Big Boy." 

By 1880... half of our thirty students were from outside the 
local community here. Around the same time... I decided that 
my school should have a military underpinning... not so much 
to teach the boys to be soldiers... but to instill discipline and 
responsibility. As fate would have it, the first uniforms I could 
get for our cadets were surplus Union Army uniforms... so they 
wore Army Blue instead of the Cadet Gray of a later time. Some 
folks complained... but I always thought that the war settled 
things... and after it was over... we were all Americans again. 

We built a frame barracks next to the family home... with 
each room outfitted for two boys. Every room had a wood 
Stove... two beds with mattresses that were filled with corn 
shucks on rope springs... and an oil lamp. There were two 
buckets to a room: one for carrying water from the spring up the 
hill behind our house... and the other one... well... it was called 
a slop jar. 

Saturday was wood chopping day when the cadets would split 
and stack the wood they would later burn. If they got done 
early... there was time for recreation... and the favorite game 
back then was...marbles. Yep, marbles. 

On Saturday nights... the students would debate. I believe that 


no man is educated who can't stand on his own two feet and 
convey an idea. And so we had spirited debates every Saturday 
night. 

I taught every day. I had to wear bifocals and had to peer 
over them to see what was going on in my classes. Every man 
and boy chewed tobacco back then... even in class. I didn't care 
if the boys on the front row used my cuspidor... providing their 
aim was good. 

My family worshiped at the Stone Church... and I saw to it 
that our students also attended church. They paid a "pew fee” of 
one dollar a year. After my time, the church added space to take 
care of the big Cadet Corps. 

I went off for a year to serve as Principal of the Virginia 
School for the Deaf and Blind in Staunton... and my brother... 
Sheffey... ran the school while I was gone. This was in 1883 
and 1884. 

By this time... around 1884... we called the school Augusta 
Male Academy. Later on... we named it the Augusta Classical 
and Military Academy... and from 1890 on...it was just plain 
Augusta Military Academy. 

Jed Hotchkiss delivered the 
commencement address in 1898. 
In 1899... our school helped the 
Old Stone Church celebrate its 
150" anniversary by lining up to 
allow the worshipers to walk 
between two lines of cadets. It 
looked mighty fine, I can tell 
you. 

Many folks refer to me as 
Colonel Roller today. Well... I 
was just a private during the 
entire Civil War. Later on... I 
was a colonel in the Virginia 
Militia... but most folks I knew 
called me Professor Roller... or 
the Old Boss. 

Things were so bad right after 
the war... but one positive thing 
happened, We all went to work 
to educate our young... and to bring our nation back together. 

Before I quit, I want to tell you a little story that you may not 
know. There was a one room schoolhouse in Mount Sidney 
where a woman named Ida Stover taught. All of us who were 
teaching in Augusta County back around 1882 knew each other. 

Ida got a one thousand dollar inheritance from her father about 
that time... and decided to join her brothers who were part of 
the great Kansas migration. 

There in Kansas... Ida Stover met and married a fellow named 
David Eisenhower. I guess you know the rest of that story. Their 
third son was named David Dwight... but Ida did not want to 
call him Dave... so they changed his name to Dwight David 
Eisenhower. 

As I look back on how I started teaching a few boys over by 
the church... it is hard to believe that at some future time... my 
little school would have hundreds of cadets! Well, our dear little 
school lives on in my soul... and I thank you all for coming 
today to pay this special honor to me. 

And now... I want to present my great-great-grandson... Mal 
Livick, Junior. 


Keene Byrd, ‘59, playing the part of AMA’s founder, chats 
with Colonel Mal Livick after Founder’s Day ceremonies. 
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The Professor's great-great-grandson responds 


by Malcolm Livick, Jr., ‘75 


Thank you, Mister Keene Byrd, for doing such a wonderful 
job portraying my great-great grandfather. I know that the "Old 
Boss" would have been proud of your performance. 

Today, I think of the higher purpose that he wanted as he 
served his community after the Civil War. He knew that many 
of the young boys had not seen a classroom for four years and 
knew that they needed to be educated. 

This, of course, was the foundation of what would become 
Augusta Military Academy. From a war that divided our nation 
and tore through the Shenandoah Valley, Professor Roller found 
a way to bring back our nation's pride by teaching the three R's: 
Reading, Writing and Arithmetic. 

The Old Boss wanted to instill for his young men discipline 
and responsibility. 

Today we gather to honor Professor Roller, a tradition started 
by his wife, Rosabelle Judith. She decided that the school needed 
a "Founder's Day" and called ali 
the cadets and teachers together 
to start this tradition on 8 May 
1880, the Professor's birthday. 

We did not know Professor 
Roller but we all know what he 
started. He laid a lasting 
foundation for all of us who 
attended AMA. His four 
children, Maggie Bell, William 
Crawford, Tom and Charlie, Jr. 
shared in his ideas. Tom and 
Charlie, Jr. ran the school from 
1907 (when Professor Roller 
died) until Tom passed away in 
1946. Afterwards, Charles S. 
Roller, Jr. ran the school until 
his death in 1963. 

Colonel Leonard Gardner was 
head of the school in 1963-65 
and my father, Colonel Mal Livick, ran the school from 1965 
until 1980. Colonel Doug Nemier was superintendent in 1980- 
81, Major Gree in 1981-82 and Major Anderson in 1982-1984. 

I know that Founder's Day means a lot to my mother, Linda 
Roller Livick. Like her grandfather and great grandfather, she 
loved AMA with all her heart. All who were involved with 
running the school wanted the best for the cadets and wanted us 
to do our best. 

As a young boy before I became a cadet, I would watch the 
Corps march up Route 11 to the Stone Church Cemetery for 
Founder's Day — what a sight to behold! 

Folks got out of their cars to watch the AMA Corps of Cadets 
march by. I could not wait until I was a cadet and got to march 
in my first Founder's Day. 

If we close our eyes today, we can still see us marching up 
Route 11 on that special day! 

Thank you Professor Roller, the Old Boss and my great great 
grandfather for what you did for us all. 
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Golfers score under par, 
raise money over par 


For the sixth consecutive year, AMA alumni and friends 
had a great day for golf and raised $1,000 for the AMA 
Alumni Foundation. Connie and Jeff Sawdey, ~73, Blaine 
Clarke, 72 and Bobby Bowie, °47, copped first place with 
father and son duos Billy and Bob Sayre, ©51, and Matt and 
Paul Poluito, °73, taking second. 

Matt Poluito had the longest drive and Jack May, “68, was 
closest to the pin. 

Last place "honors" were shared by Kiki and Jorge 
Rovirosa, -70, Howard Rosenthal, °68, and Rick May, “62. 

Holes were sponsored by Kiki Rovirosa, Safeway, Mid 
Valiey Press, in honor of Paul Poluito's kidney donor, Greg 
Pearce, 65, "SLY of SH,” and Florida Stevedoring. 


Rick May, ‘62, pitches up during the 2012 AMA Open. 


All golf photos by Kiki Rovirosa 


Above, the winners with the trophy donated by our 
friend Chuck Foley from Missouri Military Academy. L. 
to r., Blaine Clarke, ‘72, Connie and Jeff Sawdey, 73, and 
Bobby Bowie, ‘47. Below, in the official AMA dunce 
caps, are the happy last place finishers Rick May, ‘62, 
Howard Rosenthal, ‘68, and Kiki and Jorge Rovirosa, ‘70. 


READY TO GO - Jerry Peirano, Mickey Toms, and John 
Botcheller from the Class of 1967 and Jack May, ‘68, on 
the Ingleside Course with a Shenandoah Valley panorama 
in the background. 


Left, Rick May chats with 
Tournament Chairman 
Paul Poluito before they 
tee off. 


Dr. DeCredico describes what happen- 
ed at the Battle of Piedmont, just four 
air miles from AMA. 
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yo" to the battlefields! 


On the Friday motorcoach tour during Reunion 2012, Dr. Mary DeCredico, 
aka, Rear Admiral Mary DeCredico, led reunion goers to the battlefield at New 
Market where the South won one of its last battles of the Civil War and to 
Piedmont where the Confederate defeat led to the loss of Staunton and the 
principal artery carrying troops and supplies to Richmond. 

THE VMI boys trudged past what would become the Augusta Military 
Academy on their 82 mile forced march from Lexington to New Market where 
they were thrown into the battle against superior Union forces. Ten of the boys 


| lost their lives from that gallant action. When the Federals eventually reached 


Lexington, they exacted their revenge by burning VMI. 


On 5 June 1864 — three 
weeks later —- a Confederate 
continigent made up of old 
men, young boys and home 
guards was unable to stop 
the Union Army's sweep up 
the Valley. Southern artillery 
retreated past our campus 
and fell back to Staunton 
which was taken by the 
North soon after. Staunton 
was a railroad hub and 
Northern control meant that 
General Lee's troops at 
Richmond were cut off from 
supplies and fresh troops. 

Dr. Mary made the 
battles come alive with her 
penetrating knowledge of 
the Civil War and its effect 
on the civilian population in 
the Valley. 

The New Market Battle- 
field is a Virginia State 
Park while Piedmont is 
rather neglected with only 


a plaque, above, to mark the place where nearly 600 men in Blue and 
Gray were killed including Confederate Commander General "Grumble" 
Jones. It is amazing that so few AMA alumni knew about the Battle at 
Piedmont which was just a cannon shot away from our campus. If the 


South had 
won the 
battle, we 
likely 
would 
have 
marched 


there every year to com- 
memorate the event. 


Left, Art Hurme, ‘61, and 
Luke Snyder, ‘60, at the 
New Market Museum. At 
right, Dr. Mary and Don 
Sine enjoy a break at the 
Barren Ridge Vineyard 
near Fishersville. 


AT THE FIELD OF LOST SHOES - Admiral 
DeCredico describes the charge of the VMI 
Keydets through this field where deep mud 
from heavy rains sucked the shoes off their 
feet. VMI saved the day for the South at New 
Market on 5 May 1864. Below, Buddy Krise, 
‘57, and Frank Spencer, ‘49, in the Hall of 
Valor at New Market. 
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Dr. Mary 


Admiral DeCredico tells AMA audience 


how the Valley fared in the Civil War 


Dr. Mary DeCredico, Professor of history at the U. S. 
Naval Academy with the rank of rear admiral and a trustee 
of the AMA Alumni Foundation, told an alert audience at 
Reunion 2012 that the Valley of Virginia and its inhabi- 
tants suffered greatly during the War Between the States. 

"Stonewall Jackson believed that if the Shenandoah 
Valley were lost, Virginia would be lost," she said. As long 
as the Valley was in the hands of the Confederate Army, 
she said, it constituted the left flank of any defensive line 
in the Old Dominion. 

When Grant became Lincoln's general, he ordered Phil 
Sheridan to “turn the Shenandoah into a barren waste... so 
that crows flying over it... will have to carry their provender 
with them." This is what Charles S. Roller found when he 
came home after the war, yet, said Dr. DeCredico, "he had 
a school up and running within a year." 

Because of the great interest in what Admiral DeCredico 
had to say, the full text of her speech follows. 


The text of Dr. Mary’s speech, 21 April 2012 

I am delighted to be with you again this year and to share 
with you some sense of how significant this region was during 
the Civil War. Some of you journeyed with me to the battle- 
fields at New Market and Piedmont, literally a stone's throw 
from AMA's Big Barracks. I'm not certain all the attraction was 
the battlefields... methinks the prospect of visiting a vineyard 
and sampling the wines after a dose of Civil War history was 
the real draw! But I digress... 

We are meeting today in the Confederacy's heartland. The 
Shenandoah Valley was the granary for the Confederate armies, 
its government and its people, especially in the eastern theater. 
After Virginia's secession in 1961, the town of Staunton became 
a crucial logistical hub because of the Virginia Central Railroad. 
But as early as the fall of 1861, the Valley was endangered 
because it was basically undefended. General Robert E. Lee, 
President Jefferson Davis' military aide, was sent to the Valley 
with the Confederate Army of the Northwest to reclaim the 
territory that the Federal army was attempting to take. Bad 
logistics and terrible weather, combined with incompetent 
generals already there, led to failure. Southern Unionists in the 
region also preyed on the Confederate armies and proved more 
than willing to aid the Federals in their fight against the Rebels. 
That abortive campaign would tarnish seriously Lee's reputation. 
Shortly thereafter, many of the western counties seceded from 
the Commonwealth of Virginia and petitioned to join the Union 
as the free state of West Virginia. 

After this debacle, prominent Virginians pleaded with Davis 
and Secretary of War Judah Benjamin to protect the Valley 
because of its strategic location. The Valley, one historian has 
written, could be likened to a spear: the northern tip of the 
Shenandoah plunged into Union territory at the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad and the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. The 
southern tip of the Valley allowed the Virginia and Tennessee 
Railroad to connect to the Confederate capital at Richmond via 


teaches history to a rapt audience 


Dr. DeCredico speaks in the Memorial Gymnasium 


the Virginia Central Railroad. The Valley was blessed with good 
roads that extended up and down the Valley. Side note: going 
UP the Valley means heading south (toward Roanoke); going 
DOWN the Valley means going north (toward Winchester). The 
Massanutten Mountain was a formidable obstacle but eleven 
gaps allowed the opposing armies to traverse it somewhat easily. 
Still, the Shenandoah Valley was the left flank of any defensive 
line in Virginia. As Major General Thomas J."Stonewall" 
Jackson believed, "If this Valley is lost, Virginia is lost." But 
the opposite was also true: if the Confederacy controlled the 
Shenandoah Valley, it could control the war in Virginia and in 
the eastern theater. 

At this time, General Joseph E. Johnston was in overall 
command of Confederate forces in Virginia, but he created the 
Valley District in November 1861 and placed Jackson in 
command there. Jackson arrived soon thereafter, established his 
headquarters at Winchester and called for reinforcements. 

Jackson, as Lee, tried to wrest the control of the town of 
Romney from the Federals, but was also unsuccessful. His units 
and those that reinforced him under the command of Brigadier 
General William W. Loring, loathed each other, and fights 
between the two broke out quite frequently. Eventually, 
Loring's units, save those from Virginia, were transferred else- 
where. 

By March 1862, Jackson was, in the word of one of his sub- 
ordinates, in a "very, very critical" situation. The reason: 
Federals numbering 35,000 under the command of Major 
General Nathaniel P. Banks, were marching toward Winchester, 
where Jackson had returned after the failed Romney campaign, 


and Jackson had only 4,600 men to face Banks. Jackson decided 
to evacuate the city to protect his army. Ten days later on 
March 22, 1862, Jackson launched a surprise attack on Banks' 
troops at Kernstown. But the intelligence Jackson received, that 
Banks was withdrawing, was faulty. In effect, Jackson attacked 
a force that greatly outnumbered him, and while they succeeded 
for a time, they were eventually pushed back by the Federals. 

In many ways, the defeat at Kernstown was a blessing in 
disguise. As one scholar has observed, it allowed “Lee (to 
intervene) with Jackson to plan one of the most extraordinary 
campaigns of the war." From March until May, Jackson and his 
“foot cavalry,” reinforced by Major General Richard S. Ewell 
to a force of 17,000, marched almost 500 miles. They outfought 
and outmaneuvered three separate enemy forces, won five major 
battles and captured some 20 artillery pieces and a thousand 
prisoners. They also seized massive amounts of supplies, that led 
Jackson's army to nickname General Banks "Commissary 
Banks," because of all the food he left behind. Perhaps more 


importantly, Jackson's movements threw Washington, D.C. into 
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a panic and led President 
Lincoln to devise a plan to 
dispatch troops to trap Jackson. 
Those units forced a major 
strategic shift: two armies, one 
bound for East Tennessee to 
solidify Unionist control there, 
and another, destined to rein- 
force Major General George B. 
McClellan on the Virginia 
peninsula as he approached 
Richmond, were sent to the 
Shenandoah Valley. 

Jackson was able to have such 
success because in most in- 
stances, he had better intelli- 
gence about the location of 
Federal forces, thanks to spies 
and sympathetic citizens in the 
area. Moreover, he had the 
inestimable assistance of his 
topographer, Staunton native 
Jedidiah Hotchkiss. Jackson had ordered Hotch-kiss to "make 
me a map of the Valley from Harper's Ferry to Lexington." 
Hotchkiss’ attention to detail in his map provided Jackson with 
invaluable assistance. 

Here, I want to give a special thanks to Duke Fancher for his 
biography of (AMA's founder) Professor Roller. Hotchkiss was 
a friend of Charles Roller's and stayed with the family in Mount 
Sidney during the campaign. They remained lifelong friends. 

As one historian noted, “For all Jackson's achievements in the 
Shenandoah Valley, they would have been meaningless if the 
Confederacy had lost Richmond." Indeed, as Stonewall was 
tying down troops from reinforcing, McClellan, Johnston was 
retreating to within five miles of Richmond. Diverting those 
Federal troops and McClellan's ineptness allowed the Confeder- 
acy to stave off disaster. 

After Johnston suffered a severe wound at Seven Pines, he 
was replaced by his West Point classmate Robert E. Lee as 
Commander of the Army of Northern Virginia. With success 
before Richmond (even though he only won one battle) and 
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SCHOOL CHILDREN hear a lecture in the Hall of Valor 
on the New Market Battlefield where the VMI cadets 
saved the day for the South, 
Confederate victory in the Shenandoah Valley. 
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another terrible Northern defeat at Second Manassas in August, 
1862, Lee proposed to Davis that he invade the north and attack 
the critical rail hub at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. In both 1862 
and 1983, Lee used the Valley to launch his attacks. Both were 
repulsed and Lee was forces, both times, to use the Shenandoah 
Valley for retreat back to Virginia. 

The year 1863 marked the Confederacy's high tide. But there 
were too many signs that all was not well. In April, 1963, 
Richmond and other cities were wracked by bread riots. 
Constant military campaigns and armies of occupation depleted 
food sources. Ironically, as this nation of farmers was slowly 
Starving, it was totally self-sufficient in war matériel. The 
situation would worsen when Ulysses S. Grant was promoted to 
lieutenant general and traveled east with the Army of the 
Potomac. Grant believed that the Union armies, up until the 
spring of 1864, had "acted independently and without concert, 
like a balky team (of horses), no two ever pulling together." He 
devised strategy that insured all Federal unites worked together: 
George Meade and the Army of the Potomac would go after Lee 
while Sherman was to break up 
Joe Johnston's Army of Tennes- 
see in north Georgia. Grant also 
had to deal with three political 
generals in peripheral theaters: 
Benjamin Butler's Army of the 
James on the Virginia Peninsula, 
Nathaniel Banks’ Army of the 
Gulf in Louisiana and Franz 
Sigel's forces who were scatter- 
ed through western Virginia and 
the Shenandoah Valley. What 
Grant envisioned was the follow- 
ing: Banks would take Mobile 
and then insure that Confederate 
forces in Alabama did not re- 
inforce Johnston; Butler was to 
advance up the Peninsula and cut 
the railroad between Richmond 
and Petersburg; and Sigel was to 
advance up the Valley and 
threaten the Wytheville Arsenal, 
the Saltville mines and cut the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad 
that supplied Lee's armies. Only Brigadier General John 
Imboden's small cavalry force guarded the Valley and he was 
heavily outnumbered against Sigel. 

Lee, seeing the danger, dispatched Major General John C. 
Breckinridge to the Valley to take command. He brought with 
him two Virginia brigades and asked the Commandant of the 
Virginia Military Institute for the use of its Corps of Cadets. 

In mid-May, Breckinridge and Sigel's forces met at New 
Market. Although Breckenridge was outnumbered, he deployed 
his troops so they appeared to be more than they actually were. 
The Battle of New Market evolved in three parts. Both forces 
engaged in an artillery duel that lasted until midday. From about 
1300 to 1400, the Confederate infantry advanced against the 
largest portion of Sigel's army at Bushong’ Hill, north of town. 
Sigel had positioned his forces poorly so although he outnum- 
bered Breckinridge, his lines would not hold. Meanwhile, 
Imboden outflanked the Federal cavalry which enabled him to 

(concluded on page 44) 
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The big winners line up with the top money winners at right. Congratulations! 
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BIG WINNERS - Lindsey Mineff, daughter of George, 
‘77, left had the third highest winnings of the night, 
Brenda (Mrs. Gordon, ‘68) was second high and all! 
the way from Utah, Mary Ann (Mrs. Rick, ‘67) Smail, 
right, was the big winner. She received $300 cash 
which she gave back to AMA! Below, some amazing 
hands — if you can believe it! 


GIVING BACK - To applause, Shad White, ‘52, gives back 
the money he won on 50/50! Below, Joseph Ribic, who 
came to the reunion with George Mineff’s daughter, 
Lindsey, had the lucky number on his Casino Night 
program, half of which he returned to AMA. 
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Sue Messerley accepts her AMA Alumni Medal as Alumni 
Association President Jorge Rovirosa, ‘70, looks on approvingly. 


The first recipient of 
a 2012 AMA Alumni 
Medal did not go to 
AMA. 


We wish she had but 
as you know we were 
an all male institu- 
tion. 


If we acknowledge 
that Zhe Bayonet is 
the glue that holds us 
together, then we 
must give full credit 
to the glue maker! 


And that is Sue 
Messerley of Mid 
Valley Press, our 
printer in Verona. 


Three times a year, 
she oversees the 
printing of our news- 


letter - really, our magazine - and sees to its distribution to our alumni. 


But that is not her only benefaction. Sue also has been a generous contributor 


and a faithful advisor. 


She has given us valuable advice and counsel over and over again. She has 
consulted with us on other printing jobs and Sue Messerley always puts her 


customers first. 


We were pleased to award a 2012 AMA Alumni Medal to our friend... 


Sue Messerley. 
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14" year of AMA Alumni Medals go to Dr. Mary 
DeCredico, Sue Messerley and Rick Smail, ‘67 


Each year since 1999, the AMA Alumni Medal has been 
awarded to those who have done some "big" thing for AMA or 
countless smaller things which add up to a major contribution. 


This year's medals went to: 
Dr. Mary DeCredico, AMA Foundation trustee, U. S. Naval 
Academy Professor of History and champion of the AMA 


Museum. 


Sue Messerley of Mid Valley Press who with loving attention 
sees to the printing and binding of each issue. 


Frank Williamson, ‘60, himself a past winner 
of an AMA Alumni Medal, spoke at the 
Awards Banquet on behalf of Medalist Dr. 


. a : eke . : Mary DeCredico, a trustee of the AMA Alumni 
Blaine Clarke, ~72, Vice President of the AMA Alumni Associa- egundation and Professor of History at the 


tion and a Foundation trustee, presented the medals and the United States Military Academy. 
accompanying certificates at the Awards Banquet during 
Reunion 2012. 


Rick Smail, “67, who has quietly but steadily supported the 
Foundation and the Association with his treasure and talent. 


Each Fall, The Bayonet calls for nominations for the next year's medals. Look at the medal recipients, below, 
and think about who you think would deserve this honor in 2013. 


These medals are a wholly inadequate way of saying "thank you" to people without whose support and prayers 
we would not have the success we have had. Thank you so much to each of you, living and dead. 


Past recipients of the AMA Alumni Medal 


Joseph Salicrup, ~31* Parker Ward, ~54* Doug Carter, *72 

Colonel Will Parkins, 35* Goodloe Saunders, °57 Tom DelValle, *72 

Julian Quarles, °35 Jerry Wildman, ~57 Steve Pearson, °72 

Bill Gray, ©37* Duke Fancher, “58 Chuck Pennock, *72 
Mickey Gordon, ~39* Terry Snow, ~58* Bruce Strange, ~72 

V. P. Leavel, ~39* Dave Conrad, “59 Steve Traylor, *72 

Bobby Rhea, °47 George Holt, “60 Norvell West, °84 

Paul Bratton, ~48* Luke Snyder, “60 Chief Chester Cole* 

Ed Chauncey, “49 Frank Williamson, “60 Reverend Greg Douglas 
Jim Councill, “49 Ben Zinkhan, ~60 Chuck Foley* 

Clyde Ramsey, “49 Bruce Nicholson, “62 Hilton Roller Grasty* 
Frank Spencer, “49 Bob Hume, “63 Bruce Hemp’A 

Bob Bradford, *50 Greg Pearce, “65 Sergeant Joe Josephson* 
Ed Click, ~50 Mac Mcinnis, “67 John Maragon444 

Jim Starmes, “50 Gordon Metz, “68 Coach Bill Ralph* 

Hap Starr, ~51 Victor Gomez, ~69 Sergeant Don Studer 
Tommy Simmons, °52 B. J. d'Orsay, ~70 Joyce (Mrs. Ben) Zinkhan | 
Ozzie Ferro, “53 Gary Nicholson, *70* * Deceased 

Ronnie Mahanes, ~53* Steve Trent, ~70 “ Missouri Military Academy 


ee Be: e 44 Fort Defiance High School 
Bob Harris, °54 Garry Granger, ~71 AAA Fishburne Military School 
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Our second medal went to 
one of our most faithful 
alumni. 


He is an Alumni Associa- 
tion board member and he 
attends every meeting. 


Perhaps that doesn’t qualify 
him for a medal but he 
doesn’t live in Verona 


-— he lives in Utah! Rick Smail, ‘67, center, accepts his medal and certificate 
from Association Vice President Blaine Clarke, ‘72, and 
7 ae President Rovirosa. 
Rick Smail is nearly always 


the first guy to make a 
donation when a need is made known. 


And he does it all quietly... and without fanfare or special notice. 


After our reunion, Rick stepped out of the cockpit of his commercial airliner 
to take the Roller Riders on a tour of the Great Smoky Mountains backroads. 


He planned the trip and he led the trip. 


Rick is the perfect example of an Augusta man... 
loyal... honest in his actions... and proud of our 
school. 


He is a thoughtful man and since Zhe Recall in 
1967 also called him thoughtful, it must be so! 


~ We were pleased to award an AMA Alumni Medal 
x | to 
| Rick Smail... from the Class of 1967. 


4 


Cadet Rick Smail, 
1967 Bayonet 
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The final award 
of the evening 
went to another 
person who did 
not attend 
AMA. 


And for the 
same reason 
Sue Messerley 
did not. 


She is our 
friend - Pro- 


fessor. of Admiral DeCredico holds her certificate as Vice President Clarke and 
History at the President Rovirosa enjoy the moment. 


United States Naval Academy with the rank of Rear Admiral - Dr. Mary 
DeCredico. 


Dr. Mary also is a trustee of the AMA Alumni Foundation. 
She brings to the board a high degree of professionalism. 


Admiral DeCredico has an expertise in historical research and best practices 
for our museum. 


Dr. Mary, as we affectionately know her, has been our guide and our 
lodestar as we move our museum toward accreditation by the American 
Association of Museums. 


We surely would not be where we are as we strive for this recognition 
without the guiding hand of Dr. Mary DeCredico. 


It was a privilege to award a 2012 AMA Alumni Medal to our dear friend... 


Dr. Mary DeCredico 
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Silent Auction had 
some real values 


Once again, the Silent Auction at the 
reunion offered some real bargains. 
Here is who gave and who bought 
what: 

A week's vacation at Fiddlestix in 
North Carolina donated by Anne and 
Luke Snyder, 60, and puchased Deb 
and Doug Colburn, ~78, for $1,525. 

Two United Airlines tickets given by 
Bob Bradford, ©50, and picked up by 
Mickey Toms, ~67, for $875. 

Four hot pit passes to any NASCAR 
race in 2012 contributed by Reed 
Nettles, °72, with Gary Understein, 
‘71, having the high bid of $500. 

A Kindle and Amazon Gift Card 
contributed by Bob Bradford, ~50, 
with Mickey Toms, “67, having the 
top bid of $160. 

A print of "Lost Lake Road Turkeys" 
offered by Scott Travers, ~70, and 
snapped up by Jim Stillwagon, ~67, 
for $101. 

Ka-Bar Operation Freedom Knife 
donated by Jerry Arnold, “66, with 
Charlie Smith, "67, paying $85 for it. 

Waterford crystal bowl contributed 
by Lillian and Sergio Fernandez, °56, 
and bought by Crysta Stephenson. 

Two AMA picture frames given by 
Ruth (Mrs. Howard, 68) Rostenthal 
and purchased for $50 each by Luke 
Snyder, “60, and Kathy (Mrs. Hugh) 
Harmon, °58. 

Digital picture frame given by Victor 
Gomez, “69, and bought by Jorge 
Rovirosa, ~70, for $46. 

Three copies of "The Other Side of 
Gettysburg" donated by Francine 
(Mrs. Larry, *70) Milano secured for 
$30 by Jorge Rovirosa, ~70. 

Cobalt blue hand blown pitcher and 
tumblers donated by Lillian and 
Sergio Fernandez, “56, with Crysta 
Stephenson getting themfor $30. 

2011 AMA Reunion photo given by 
Ruth (Mrs. Howard, “68) Rosenthal 
and bought by Jorge Rovirosa, °70, 
for $25. 

Truffles Liqueur do Chocolat won by 
Jerry Peirano, 67. 

Satsuma Bath Gift Set donated by 
Lillian and Sergio Femandez, “56, for 
$25 by Jorge Rovirosa, *70. 

Swarovski crystal/glass pearl bracelet, 
Swarovski jewelry set and turquoise 
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SHOOTERS - When this year’s Sporting Clay Shoot started at the Flying 


Rabbit near Harrisonburg, the heavens opened up but after a long wait the 
men got to shoot. The Flying Rabbit has a new Wobble where shooters 
stand on a platform above where the targets exit at various heights and 


angles and "it was challenging.” Blaine Clarke, ‘72, and his classmate Stride 


Coleman hit 21 of 25 targets, so there was a "shoot off" which Blaine won. 
He came in first, Stride was second, Rick Ellett, ‘72, came in third and Bud 
Oakey, ‘70, placed fourth. All had a grand old time! 


amazonite bracelet given by Francine 
(Mrs. Larry, ~70) Milano to Joyce 
(Mrs. Ben, “60) Zinkhan for $40. 

Bottle of sake by Jerry Peirano, “67. 

Johnny Walker scotch won by Chris 
Meek, “84, for $15. 

Circleware double old fashioned 
glasses contributed by Lillian and 
Sergio Fernandez, “56, with a high 
bid of $15 by Mickey Toms, °67. 

And finally stitched feather napkin 
rings donated by Lillian and Sergio 
purchased for $11 by Mickey Toms. 

THANKS TO ALL OF YOU! 


Longest trip, oldest class 


The alumnus who traveled the 
farthest to get to Reunion 2012 was 
Mac Mcinnis, “67, who came from 
Kona on the Big Island in Hawaii. 

Representing the oldest class pre- 
sent was Bill Welte, “38, whose grand- 
son earned an AMA Legacy Scholar- 
ship in 2007 and who just graduated 
from Dartmouth. Bill came from Gales 
Ferry, Connecticut. 


Board elections 


The AMA Alumni Association board 
of Directors has chosen Steve Trent, 
“70, as President. Blaine Clarke, °72, 
was reelected as Vice President and 
Paul Karch, ~79, was elected as the 
new Secretary. 

Foundation trustees relected Bob 
Bradford, ~50, as Chairman, Frank 
Williamson, “60, was chosen to be 
Vice Chairman and Phil Bentley, 
*83, is the new Foundation Secretary. 

Bill Mariner, “60, is Treasurer of 
both the Alumni Association and the 
Foundation. 

Dr. Mary DeCredico was elected to 
a second three year term as a 
Foundation trustee. Clarke and 
Bentley had been elected previously 
and were welcomed to the meeting. 

Trent, as President of the Alumni 
Association, is a voting ex oficio 
trustee of the Foundation. 

The new Foundation Executive 
Committee is composed of Bradford, 
Trent and Mariner. 


RECOGNITION ay- 


.. 


A STANDING O - President Rovirosa thanks our Museum 
Executive Director, Crysta Stephenson, for all of her help in 


putting on the reunion. "/f you are enjoying yourself, thank “EADER OF THE LADIES - President Rovirosa 
her," said Jorge as the banquet audience gave Crysta a ives the Association’s thanks to Anne (Mrs. 
standing ovation. "She had everything better organized than Luke, ‘60) Snyder for organizing the “Ladies of 
we have ever had it,” said Volunteer Goodloe Saunders, ‘57, AMA" at the reunion. These dedicated women 
“and she got most of the work done before mostpeopleeven ‘egistered guests, took tickets at lunch and did a 


got to town." Thanks for everything, Crysta. Splendid per- hundred things to make the reunion the success 
formance — indeed. it was. Thanks, Anne, and thanks fadies! 


TO OUR LANDLORDS - The 2012 Presidential Eagle went to our landlords, the Jeaders and members of the United 
Pentecostal Churches. Accepting was Reverend Greg Douglas who lives with his wife on campus. 
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Kathleen Ritter is the granddaughter of Kenneth Donald 
Pezzulla, who attended AMA in 1944-1945. Kathleen is a gifted 
musician, able to play the guitar, ukulele and piano. She is also 
fluent in Spanish. She will be attending Elizabethtown College 
in Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania because of the unique fit for her 
musical and linguist talents. 

She hopes to teach English to the Hispanic 
community here in the United States or in 
Mexico. She spent time doing that activity in 
“México this year. 

Kathleen has received a High School Service 
i “Award for completing over 700 service hours in 
her community, for her church and her school. 
She was selected to represent her high school 
at Future Leaders of York, where leadership 
skills are built, a devotion to community is 
taught and interpersonal connections of high 
school students are made. She volunteers in 
Acts of Kindness Theatre Troupe which pro- 
vides monies for the Make-a-Wish Foundation 
and the local arts council. She is involved in her church youth 
group service and is a member of the college concert choir and 
_ a Cappella groups, performing publicly for hospitals, churches 
and nursing homes. She is a solo performer for the K9 Club and 
LINK Autism Awareness and a member of the National Honor 
Society. - 

Kathleen admires her grandfather's strength, positive outlook 
on life even through adversity, his giving heart, sense of humor 
and especially his dedication to his family, to his work and those 
he served throughout his career in law. Kathleen strives to 
emulate her grandfathers life examples. 

Kathleen was in Mexico, following her dreams, when her 
scholarship was presented at Reunion 2012. Her Mother, Anita 
Ritter and her Grandmother, Rita Pezzulla, accepted on her 
behalf. 


In uniform, 
Winter *44-"45 


aK 


Katie with her "Pop-Pop", 
the late Ken Pezzulla, ‘45 


i 


Katie’s mother, Anita Ritter, and her grand- 
mother, Rita Pezzulla, accept the scholarship 
from President Jorge Rovirosa and Scholarship 
Chairman Phil Bentley. 
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Three Legacy Scholarships 
go to daughter, grandson and 
granddaughter of AMA alumni 


Beginning in 1994 when Clyde Ramsey, “49, and his late wife, 
Jeanne Morrissette Ramsey, funded the first Augusta Military Academy 
Legacy Scholarship and continuing through this year, the AMA Alumni 
Foundation has provided more than $125,000 in scholarships to the direct 
descendants of AMA alumni. 


In each of the past five years, three scholarships, each worth $2,000, 
have been awarded to deserving young people who are pursuing an 
education past the high school level. 
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This year, Kathleen Ritter, granddaughter of Kenneth Pezzulla, -45, 
Hobie Proctor, grandson of Tomme Gamewell, “54, and Riley Meek, 
daughter of Chris Meek, “84, received AMA Legacy Scholarships. 


The Chairman of the Scholarship Committee is Phil Bentley, ~83, 
who is affiliated with Penn State University. An impartial judge selects the 
winners and the scholarships are presented at the Reunion Awards Banquet 
each year. 


Two of the scholarships are based on academics and activities while 
the third is given for leadership abilities coupled with academics. 


The next issue of The Bayonet will invite the direct descendants of - 
AMA alumni to apply for scholarship grants for 2013. 


Monies from these grants are paid directly to the institution of higher 
learning attended by the student. 


Scholarship winners are asked to report to the alumni on their 
progress in school, academically and in the leadership area. 


— While high school seniors just going on for further studies are the 
Berth) primary target of the scholarships, there is no limit on how many - 
==, times a student may received a Legacy Scholarship. 


AMA Foundation's IRS status as a non-profit for which 
contributors to the fund may take deductions on 
their Federal and State tax returns. 
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Riley Meek is the daughter of 
Chris Meek, Class: of 1984. 

Riley will attend the University of 
North Carolina, Charlotte with a 
major in Fine Arts and has set her 
sights on becoming a graphic de- 
signer. She is her high school’s 
Student Life Editor for the year- 
_ book and is a member of the 
National Honor Society as well as a 
member of the Art and Beta Clubs. 

Riley volunteers at an element- 
ary school assisting in special 
education classes and_ library 


activities and she has tutored an 
"English As a Second Language" 


Riley Meek receives her award from 
President Roivirosa. 


Riley Meek with her Dad, Chris, from AMA’s last Class, 1984 


student through their English and Algebra classes. 

Riley is on the Varsity Tennis and Lacrosse teams. Outside of school, 
Riley is involved with the Pleasure Island Sea Turtle Patrol project, where 
she combs the beach in the early morning hours looking for new Sea Turtle 
nests, identifying them, protecting them and later shepparding the 
hatchlings to the sea. 

She also works 30 hours a week at a restaurant, hostessing, running the 
cash register, bussing tables when needed as well as waiting on tables. 

Riley has attended many AMA Reunions over the years and has spent 
a lot of time going through the accumulated AMA Recalls. 

She says she is transported in time to the heydays of Augusta and has 
come to understand why her dad has such strong sentiments for his 
experiences at AMA. 

It is from those Recalls that Riley was inspired to become a graphic 
designer to communicate to the public through the stylistic combination of 
words and images. 
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Hobie Proctor is the grandson of 
Tomme T. Gamewell, Class of 
1954. 

Hobie will be attending Averett 
University in Danville Virginia. 

His major will be exercise 
science/physical therapy. 

Along with his studies, Hobie 
will be playing football for the 
University. 

Hobie has been playing football 
since the 3° grade and helped his 
high school win the AAA North 
Carolina State Championship dur- 
ing his junior year on the team. 

He was named "Kicker of the 
Year" for the Northern Piedmont 


Conference during his senior year. 


Hobie with his Granddad, Tomme Gamewell, ‘54 


Hobie worked in the guidance office of the middle school as an intern and worked on the yearbook staff 


collecting ads and general editing. 


Tomme Gamewell, 
1954 Recall 


Hobie started his volunteer career during the 7” grade, 
participating in the Relay for Life Team and achieving the 
position of "Team Captain" during his junior & senior years. 

Hobie is an active member of Cornerstone Church Youth 
Group. 

Hobie’s grandfather has been an inspiration to him all his life. 

He has learned through his grandfather how to be a strong, 
nurturing person and how to overcome any obstacle that gets in 
his way and to pursue all of his lifelong dreams. 

Hobie accepted the scholarship in honor of his grandfather 
"who has always been a role model to me. 

"He has overcome so much in his life. | believe that has helped 
me to be the best | can be in school and in my personal life. 

"! would like to thank AMA for this honor and | will use this 
scholarship to its full potential." 


The bunting goes up before Reunion 2012. That is 
Doug Carter, ‘72, doing the climbing while Frank 
Spencer, ‘49, watches safely below. At the reunion are Jerry Peirano, ‘67, Colonel Mal Livick, Jim 
Stillwagon, ‘67, Linda Roller Livick and Jack May, ‘68. 


Frank Williamson, ‘60, owns a tour business in 
Richmond and seen here, he has brought a traveler 
from Australia to see the AMA Museum. 


John Needy, ‘68, and Kathy drove all the way from Spartans- 
burg, SC just to visit our museum! His brother had been to the 
museum and had seen John’s photo in the sports exhibit. Since 
shortly after leaving AMA, John has had to use a wheelchair to 
get around. Thanks to both of you for making the long trip! 


Late in the spring, Bill 
Johnston, ‘55, flew his 
plane into Shenandoah 
Valley Regional Airport 
so that he could visit 
with our volunteers at 
the museum. Bill lives 
in Jackson, NC. 


attention to what is happening on the stage at the re- 
union Saturday lunch in Memorial Gym. 
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HEAVEN ON THE HALF SHELL - Jack White, 
‘69, seeds oysters, raises and harvests them 
and brings them to the reunion for the enjoy- 
ment of all. Says bivalve lover Alex Wattay, 
‘53, "The best I've ever had!” Thanks, Jack. 


PICK UP - Some of the reunion attendees decided to chow out at Mrs. 
Rowe’s. As they were lining up for a photo, a man positioned himself at 
the end of the line. He turned out to be Colonel Howard Guffy, ‘48, who 
heard the men talking about AMA and decided to join in. Left to right, 
Jack May, ‘68, from Clinton Township, MI, Mickey Toms, ‘67, from Cortez, 
CO, Jack Prentice, ‘68, from Alexandria, Howard Rosenthal, ‘68, from 
Silver Spring, MD, Bobby Bowie, ‘47, from St. Simons Island, GA, Rick 
May, ‘62, from Oxford, Ml and Cotonel Guffy from Staunton. 


Frank Spencer, ‘49, with Linda Roller Livick at the 


TENDING BAR - On Casino Night, Pau! Karch, ‘79, George Awards Banquet. 


Mineff, ‘77, and Randy Armstrong, ‘72, chat 
while Stride Coleman, ‘72, thanks super bar- 
tender, Matt, in the background. 


At right, at the Awards Banquet Friday 
night were Randy Armstrong, Blaine Clarke, 
Steve Traylor and Stan McDonald, al! from 
the Class of 1972. 


¢ Small classes 


* Nationally recog- 
nized JROTC 
program 
¢ Varsity sports for 
all cadets 
* Superior classroom 
technology 
* 100% college 
acceptance 
*Rolling Admission 


Scholarships Available for the 
family members of Augusta Academics, 
Military Academy Graduates | Gao 
Long Time Rivals - Partners for the Future and 

Give your son or grandson the same opportunity Camaraderie 
at Fishburne Military School that you enjoyed at for Boys in 
Augusta Military Academy. Visit Grades 


www.fishburne.org or call 800.946.7773 7-12 & PG 
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Army First Sergeant Don Studer, right, enjoys his 
time with Marine Sergeant Major Ernie Hoopi who Rick May, ‘62 came to reunion 


vil 


A Barren Ridge Winery vinter Was General Nicholson’s top NCO an his previous from Michigan with his brother 
tells about their wines as Bill Afghan tour. With Hoopi is AMA friend and FOHS but couldn't find anyone else 
Welte, ‘38, takes it all in. The teacher Bruce Hemp. They are looking at Larry’s from his class for this 50th 


winery is near Fishersville. 
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John Botcheller, Battalion Adjutant in ‘67, Charlie Smith, 
Battalion Commander in ‘67, Class of ‘67 party crasher Nicky 
Syropoulos, ‘69, and Mickey Toms, ‘67. 


ii 


Sergio Fernandez, ‘56, and Lillian with Jorge Rovirosa, ‘70. < = 
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senior year Recall and something has themsmiling! anniversary photo. 


Larry Milano, ‘70, and Francine came down from 
Pennsylvania and, as you can see, had a great time! 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


A Law Firm engaged in the general practice of law. Specializing in 
Criminal Defense, Family Law, Automobile/Personal Injury, Worker's 


Compensation, Immigration issues, Wills, Estates, Creditor’s claims, 
Debtor's rights, including Bankruptcy. 


John T. Bell '54 


Bell Tower Building 
101 West Jefferson Street 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 
Phone: (301) 762-1717 
Fax: (301) 279-7755 


CONTRIBUTIONS in 2012 through 21 May 
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 


PATRON 
($2,500 or more) 
Safeway Foundation 
Norvell West ,° 84 and 
Woodard West Ltd. 


BENEFACTOR 
($1,000 - $2,499) 
Jerry Arnold, ~ 66 

Robert Bradford, «50 
Florence Fitzgerald 
Mother of Mickey Toms, ‘67 
William R. Johnston, ~55 
William C. Mariner, 60 
Mac Mc Innis, ~ 67 
William Mc Vey, *60 
Reed Nettles, ~72 
Frank W. Roach, * 69 
Jeffrey Schroeder, ‘67 

Rick Smai!, “67 
Luke Snyder, ~ 60 
Mark Sullivan, © 77 

Stephen G. Trent, *70 


BLUE STREAK SPONSOR 
($500-$999) 
Chevron Humankind Matching Gift 
Blaine Clarke, *72 
Rob and Kathy Freer 
in memory of Libby & Mickey Gordon, ‘39 
Ronald E. Frees, “61 
Thomas Gamewell, *54 
Jack Hodge, *51 
Paul Karch, *79 
Magowan Foundation 
John P. Maragon, FMS, *54 
Greg Pearce, ‘65 
Jesse Jj. Porter, ‘64 
Jorge Rovirosa, ~70 
Eduardo Schonborn, ~52 
Franklin Williamson, ‘60 
Charles M. Winston, © 48 
Susan Lambert Yates, SH, *73 
part in memory of Bill Parkins, ‘70 
Ben Zinkhan, * 60 


BLUE & WHITE CHAMPION 
($250-$499) 
Frank Badalson, *71 
B.J. D'Orsay, 70 
Dr. Mary De Credico 
Bazil B. Duncan, ~ 64 
John T. Elder, ‘61 


Ozzie Ferro, 53 
Part in memory of Grecia Ferro 

Garry Granger, 71 
Jerry Izenberg , “58 

Mid Valley Press 
Brian F. Miller, 67 
Roger Messick, ~52 
Gordon Metz, ‘68 

Howard "Chip" Rosenthal, *68 

Frank Spencer, © 49 
Harold Walters, 48 
James I. White, 52 

Rod Willey, *51 


BLUE LEADER 
($100-$249) 
Paula Abel 
in memory of Paul Bailey, ‘18 
Robert K. Adams, *63 
Melvin G. Alper, © 39 
Donald C. Anderson, *58 
Elizabeth and Malcolm Andrews 
John T. Atkinson, ~58 
Manuel Balbis, *53 
Harry Baldwin, *72 
Mary Plyde Bell 
Douglas Benedict, “54 
Phil Bentley, * 83 
Chris Bodine, *74 
Michael Brajdich, * 72 
Edwin Bright, *67 
William Brooks, ‘62 
John Botcheller, ‘67 
Dean Burns, ~ 63 
The late Earl Cabiniss, 43 
Sam Clegg, *60 
Terrance Corbitt, ‘67 
John M. Core, *51 
Edgar Daniels, «49 
Alan Diamonstein, * 48 
William G. Dickinson, *49 
Richard Downey, * 66 
Doug Driscoll, ~72 
Michael B. Elliott, ‘41 
Donald B. Everitt, ~63 
Mark Henry Femrite, ~72 
Sergio Fernandez, *56 
Hampton Foley, “55 
Charles L. Foley, MMA 
Thomas H. Forrer, ~67 
Mitchell Gaston, 60 and 
Deutsche Bank 
Robert J. Gebeaux, *62 


William G. Greenman, “59 
Jay M. Gregg, ~49 
Frank Gruber, 43 

Virginia Hallock 
Part in memory of Billy Parkins, ‘70 
William L. Hammond, ~73 
Colonel Dean R. Hanson, “63 
James Hatcher, ~50 
Manuel Herdade, *72 
Frank Hickisch, 48 
Roland Hill, ~70 
Angus Hines, 42 
William Hoagland 
In memory of his brother, 
Jeffrey K. Hoagland, ‘64 
William Horan, ~ 62 
David William Hunt, “59 
Paul Jacobs 
Ray W. Kauffman, ~45 
Michael L. Kidd, *72 
Latelle La Follette Ifl, ~50 
Peter B. Lambert, ‘44 
William E. Lane, * 68 
Lewis Lepper, '47 
Lee Lewis, 77 

Col. and Mrs. Malcolm Livick 

in memory of Billy Parkins, ‘70, and 


in honor of Joyce and Ben Zinkhan, ‘60 


Kenneth & Nancy Lyons 
Randy Maney, ‘61 
John N. McCutchan, ~ 68 
John W. Mc Gavock, * 46 
James B. Mc Gavock, *46 
John Mc Kenna, “50 
George Mineff, © 77 
John Morrow 
Kenneth D. Nichols, *55 
Bruce Nicholson, ‘62 
John M. Paulsen, ~71 
Louis Philhower, “49 
Thomas L. Phillips, 65 
James L. Pigg, °46 
Julian Quarles, *35 
George L. Reaves, ‘69 
Elizabeth Revette 
Charles "Corky" Ridge, “59 
Mark A. Sauer, “66 
Jeffrey Sawdey, *76 
Carl L. Schmitz, *49 

John N. Sexton, *60_ 
Colonel! Paul Sposito, *51 
John W. Stanley, *45 
Jim Stillwagon, *67 
Frank Suter, *54 
Fred M. Suthard, “51 
Mitzi Thomas 
In memory of her husband, 
William N. Thomas, ‘44 
Barnes Townsend, *60 


Steve Traylor , ‘72 
David Trimble, ‘60 
in memory of Coach Bill Ralph 
Donald C. Tucker, ‘63 
Dr. Meb Turner, *49 
Gary Understein, *71 
Valley Vocational Technica! Center 
Governor's School 
Michael Vischer, *68 
David Wallace, *48 
Alexander Wattay, 53 
Robert W. Weant, ©54 
Frederick F. Welch, ‘67 
John T. White, “69 
Robert S. White, ‘60 
Frederick Womer, ~58 
Daniel D. Yellott, ~51 
Mitchell L. Zinder, * 66 
David H. Zook, *73 


WHITE LEADER 
($50-$99) 
Benjamin Beard, *65 
Francine Milano 
Chuck Williams 
Kenneth Wray, *61 


CADET CLUB 
(Up to $50) 

Robert A. Abrams, * 48 
David and Carol Allison, 
in memory of Earl Daves Cabiniss, “43 
Steven Barber, *78 
John E. Barrett, ~50 
Alan J. Berliere, «63 
Windsor H. Bissell, * 43 
Robert T. Battenhouse, *59 
Andres Caceres, *61 
Robert A. Carson, “58 
Constantine Christopher, ‘67 
Alfred Cleveland, ‘51 
J. Gordon Coleman, *75 
Gerald M. Collincini, «70 
John M. Collins, *52 
Colonel Samuel Conley, * 47 
Richard M. Connor, * 61 
Andrew Crane, 77 
George I. Crispen, ‘48 
James £. Dean, * 46 
Rick Ellett, ~72 
Raymond Faubion, *56 
Christie Fulton 
Frank Geddie, 74 
Victor Gomez, * 69 
Robert Gorgrant Jr., ‘63 
Wayne Gould, ‘68 
Robert Green, *63 
Kelli Harding 
Howard Harner, *55 
Bob Harris, ~54 
Ben Hedrick, * 43 


Al Hockaday 
Mrs. Elaine Huffman 
James Johnson, ‘70 
Timothy S. Kisel, ‘77 
Kevin Kissling, ‘62 
John C. Knight, *65 
Fred V. Kunc, ~52 
Peter R. Lampman, ~65 
Geofrey Layng, *47 
Lloyd G. "Chip" Lazarus 
in memory of Jim Shively, * 49 
Philip Liverman, 64 
Benjamin Lundy 
Tim Mannasmith 
Becky Mc Carty 
Joe McCue, * 66 
in memory of Billy Parkins, ‘70 
Mark Metcalfe 
Missouri Military Academy 
David Moore 
Lew Mundin, °54 
Paul B. Nicks 
Mrs. Freda Jean Nicol 
Philip J. O'Connor, ‘67 
Carl Oliver, ‘67 
Ear! Pangborn, ‘65 
Charles Pascale, *69 
Gerard Peirano, 67 
George G. Petty, *58 
Daniel E. Rapp,’ 71 


Jackson Prentice, ‘68 
Edward Ray, “52 
Ronald Reigelman, *69 
Stephen Rodgers, *57 
L. W. Roller 
Peter L. Russell, ‘70 
Cole Sandridge, *52 
Donald B. Schwebel, *75 
Howard & Judy Scouten 
J. B. Simmons, * 47 
Raymond A. Snapp 
Michael C. Stanton, ‘62 
John F. Steciw, ~59 
John G. Stump, *65 
Albert A. Tanara, * 61 
Tom Verga & class 
at Fort Defiance High School 
George Wanat, ‘62 
William Welte, 38 
Mrs. Purnell "Bookie" Westbrook, 60 
Hugh Westfall 
Richard Wilding, 48 
James P. Winchell, * 73 
Charles E. Woodard, *63 
James A. Worley, ~ 70 
John R. Wright, *63 
Robert A. Yerkey, * 61 
John Younger, * 43 
Tomas Yrastorza, ‘60 
Barbara Zoeckler 


WHETHER OR NOT YOUR NAME IS ON THIS LIST, 
you should consider joining the Roller Society. The Roller 
Society will enable you to give to AMA after your lifetime. 
It can be in the form of a will, a bequest, part or all of the 
proceeds from a life insurance policy or some other way 


where your loved ones will know your intentions. 


Take care of your family first, of course. But please join 


the Roller Society so that you will be remembered at AMA 
long after you are gone. So many of our dear friends and 
alumni have already signed up. If you have not done so, 


please do it now. 


The amount you set aside is not nearly as important as 


the commitment to do something. Look into your heart 
and consider what Augusta Military Academy meant to 


you. There is no way to put a value on an AMA education 


but you can thank our great teachers by helping the AMA 


Alumni Foundation keep our museum, keep our scholar- 


ships (one of which could be named for you!) and con- 
tinue to publish and distribute The Bayonet. 


Need more information? Call 1/540/248-3007. 


=a 


Clockwise, Jerry Arnold, ‘66, presented Confederate sword 
replicas to Civil! War reenactors - LTC Nicky Syropoulos, ‘69, 
speaks at the Saturday funch as President Rovirosa 

listens - Four horseman canter on the 
Drill Field - The Confederate encamp- 
ment in front of Big Barracks where 
visitors got to see what life for a Civil 
War soldier was like - A contingent in 
Confederate gray drills for the reunion 
crowd - The Honor Squad fires a salute Bai: pareeeS 
at Founder’s Day ceremonies in the Stone wa lS 
Church Cemetery - Under the Ad Astra arch, 

two soldiers wait for orders. 


icer for 


in 
Offi 


5 


2011. Behind him 
‘7 


and Brett Thompson, 


5 
Oy 


st 26 
fon 


m 


ololal 
for 
10% 
nor. 


n 


IN FULL DRESS, LTC Trent salutes at the conclusion of 
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Berlin when the wail was standing and when the wall came 
down. When the wall "fell" he remembers seeing a young 
man on top of the wall wearing a College of William and 
Mary sweatshirt. 
This young man 
soon became 
immortalized in a 
widely-published 
and very iconic 
photograph. 

! told Steve | 
had read of 
boarded-up West 
Berlin subway 
stations, and 
trains that ran 
underground 
without stopping 
until they reached 
an .East Berlin 
station. He told 
me that as an 
Army officer, he 
could move freely 
between East and 
West Berlin. He © 
also told me that 
Army personnel 
discovered a 
sewer in Berlin 
which could be used to overhear conversations through 
massive wiretaps that otherwise could not be heard by 
Allied troops 

Steve also commanded a Basic Combat Training 
Company at Fort Dix, New Jersey as a 1° Lieutenant, Delta 
Company, 1* Battalion, 502” Infantry, Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky and was assigned to a recruiting company in 
Roanoke as a captain. 

Steve’s final assignment before retiring was at Fort 
Monroe, VA, where he served as Director of Operations for 
Training and Doctrine Command. After traveling around the 
world and earning many awards and decorations (including 
the prestigious Legion of Merit with oak leaf cluster), he 
retired in March 2000. 

Not one to sit around and do nothing, he took over the 
family business, and has continued to run Grimsley’s 
House of Tools in Portsmouth. 

For eleven years, he has also served as Chairman of the 
Suffolk Republican Party and is now serving as an officer 
of the Republican State Central Committee as well, 
representing the eastern part of the 4" Congressional 
District which includes the Hampton Roads area. 

Steve currently is single, with a son who is married to a 
Navy JAG officer stationed in Japan. Steve also has a 
daughter who owns and runs a theater/nightclub/restaurant 
called The Creek in Long Island City, New York. 

With Steve’s managerial experience, energy and dedica- 
tion, we know that the AMA Alumni Association is in 
excellent hands. Weicome, Steve! o & © 


Cadet Captain Steve Trent, 
1970 Recall 


Gary Understein, ‘77, 
is off to the races! 


with National Hot Rod Champion Greg Anderson in 
Houston at the NHRA Spring Nationals. 


When the hot pit and garage passes from NASCAR be- 
came available on line, Gary Understein, “71, was the 
second person to bid. At the end of the bidding, he had 
purchased four passes for any NASCAR race left in 2012 
for $1,201 with the proceeds going to the AMA Alumni 
Foundation to support the AMA Muséum, our Legacy 
Scholarships and The Bayonet. 

When four more hot pit passes came up at the Silent 
Auction at Reunion 2012, Gary snapped them up also at a 
bargain $500 with AMA again being the big winner! 

All eight passes were made available through the 
generosity of Reed Nettles, °72, who makes his living by 
promoting NASCAR. Thanks, Reed! 


Stuart Hall honors Bruce Hemp 


Bruce Hemp, Stuart Hal! *72, who received an AMA 
Alumni Meda! in 2010 for her work with the AMA Afghan 
Kids program, received the Distinguished Alumnae Award 
for Stuart Hall! at their annual reunion held the same week- 
end as our Reunion 2012. 

Her classmate, Susan Yates, said that after graduating 
Bruce came back to teach for a while at Stuart Hall "before 
she received her true calling to teach at Fort Defiance High 
School. | personally think she wanted to be closer to her 
friends and the ghosts of AMA.” 

Bruce was cited for her involvement with Jacob's Ladder 
where the Norvell West, °83, scholarships support Augusta 
County area at risk youth and for her support of the AMA 
Afghan kids which Bruce has expanded to help women in 
Afghanistan have a better chance in that male dominated 
society. Susan Yates said "There simply is no one like her" 
and all of her many friends at AMA agree enthusiastically! 


Memories of Vietnam 
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Roger Messick, 52, assembles heroes and legends 
at Fort Benning for reunion of la Drang veterans 


Roger Messick, “52, Battalion Commander at both 
AMA and the University of Kentucky and a veteran of 
two tours as a helicopter pilot in the Vietnam War, 
brought together the men who fought in the Battle of la 
Drang Valley, the U. S. military's first large scale 
engagement in the War. 

“Welcome to history,” said Messick when the heroes 
of Ranger Classes 4 and 5 gathered in Columbus, GA. 
"Considering age and health, 'm not sure how many 
more times we'll get together in the future." Classes 4 
and 5 graduated in 1958. 

The battle was chronicled in the 1992 book We Were 
Soldiers Once... and Young and was adapted into a 
2002 movie called simply We Were Soldiers, starring 
Mel Gibson, much of which was filmed at Fort Benning. 

Some of the battle’s most important participants were 
in attendance including retired Lieutenant General Hal 
Moore, retired Command Sergeant Major Basil Plumley 
and Medal of Honor winner retired Colonel Bruce 
Crandall. The four day engagement in November 1965 
was part of Operation Silver Bayonet and was costly for 
the U.S. Seventy nine soldiers were killed at Landing 
Zone X-Ray and 155 Americans from 2" Battalion died 
after an ambush at LZ Albany. More than 300 soldiers 
died in the Silver Bayonet operation with more 
Americans killed in the !a Drang Valley in 1965 than in 
the entire Persian Gulf War. 

A surprise attack by the Viet Cong on 17 November 
overran the marching column of 2-7 Cav near LZ 
Albany and turned out to be the deadliest ambush of 
the entire Vietnam War. Company C started the day with 
110 men and had only eight left the next morning — the rest 
either killed or wounded. 

General Moore, 90 and in poor health, nevertheless 
made it to the reunion. He said that in 1993, he met with 
his battlefield counterpart Nguyen Huu An who commanded 
the Vietnamese forces at la Drang. "We were both trying to 
kill each other in 1965 but | made friends with him in 
1993." Retired Colonel Bruce Crandall earned the Medal of 
Honor for having flown 22 missions in an unarmed heli- 
copter under enemy fire to bring in ammo and take out the 
wounded. By the end of the war, he had flown 900 combat 
missions. 

Sergeant Major Plumley wore a Combat Infantryman 
Badge with two stars for service in World War Two, Korea 
and Vietnam — one of only 270 issued by the Army. (Two 
of the 270 were AMA alumni, the late Colonel Rutland 
Beard, ‘42, and the late Colonel Joseph Wasco, ‘47) 

War correspondent Joe Galloway and General Moore 
collaborated in writing We Were Soldiers Once -— and 
Young, which was published in 2008. Colonel Crandall 
gave out the 50,000" copy to U. S. troops in Afghanistan 
earlier this year. 


A HEROIC QUINTET - At the Ranger reunion in Columbus, 
GA, Roger Messick, ‘52, center, stands with legends from the 
Vietnam War. Left, John Herren, Commander of B Company 
at Landing Zone X-ray, Medal of Honor winner Bruce Crandall 
who flew 22 unarmed chopper missions under fire delivering 
ammo and evacuating wounded, Roger who had two tours in 
Vietnam as a helicopter pilot, Joe Galloway, coauthor of We 
Were Soldiers Once... and Young, and Tony Nadal, Company 
A commander at LZ X-ray. 


Messick said that Ranger Classes 4 and 5 "are unique in 
that 17 of the 231 graduates became general officers, Colin 
Powell being among the best known. There were six four 
Star and four three star generals from those two classes 
plus more than 80 colonels and lieutenant colonels that 
started with 455 second lieutenants, 715 of which are still 
with us." 

Messick said that because of poor health, no one ex- 
pected General Moore to come to the reunion, “but his 
surprise arrival brought the room to a standing ovation that 
lasted a full two minutes. With General Moore attending, 
the entire leadership group of the la Drang Valley battle at 
LZ X-ray was assembled under one roof, most likely the 
last time that will ever happen.” 

The Rangers attended the Rangers-In-Action demon- 
stration at Fort Benning and visited the new Infantry 
Museum there. "The highlight of the week," says Messick, 
“was a Saturday morning two hour la Drang Valley and LZ 
X-ray question and answer session which was profession- 
ally taped and should be on TV in the near future. Saturday 
evening, Joe Galloway told about his 40 years as a war 
correspondent and there wasn't a dry eye in the audience. 
At a farewell breakfast Sunday, Bruce Crandall told us how 
winning the Medal of Honor changed his life." 
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The Augusta Military Academy Alumni seat ualie Inc. 
Board of Trustees - 2012-2013 


_ Date after name indicates the year that the three-year term is up 


Chairman Secretary Gordon Metz, ~68 (2013) 
Bob Bradford, 50 013) Phil Bentley, *83 (2015) Martinsville, Virginia 
Folsom, California Hummelstown, Pennsylvania 
Steve Trent, *70 * 
Vice Chairman Dr. Mary DeCredico (2015) President, AMA Alumni Assn 
Frank Williamson, “60 (2014) = US Naval Academy Suffolk, Virginia : 
Richmond, Virginia Annapolis, Maryland 

. , Chuck Williams ** 
Treasurer Blaine Clarke, °72 Harrisonburg, Virginia 
Bill Mariner, “60 (2014) Germantown, Maryland (2015) 
Ocean City, Maryland . Frank Williamson, ~60 (2014) 

Roger Messick, “52 (2014) _ Richmond, Virginia 


Prescott, Arizona * Ex office ** Ex officio, non-voting 


The Augusta Military Academy Alumni Association, Inc. 


Board of Directors - 2012-2013 
Date after name indicates the year that the three-year ferm is up 


President Doug Carter, *72 (2013) Doug Pennock, *72 (2013) 
Steve Trent, ~*70 (2015) Staunton, Virginia San Juan, Puerto Rico 
Suffolk, Virginia 
Mark Femrite, *72 (2013) Rick Smail, “67 (2013) 
Vice President . Riner, Virginia Park City, Utah 
Blaine Clarke, *72 (2014) . 
Germantown, Maryland Victor Gomez, “69 (2013) Luke Snyder, *60 (2015). 
Alexandria, Virginia Charlotte, North Carolina 
Secretary > 
Pau! Karch, *79- (2014) Garry Granger, *71 (2014) Steve Traylor, *72 (2015) 
Deerfield Beach, Florida Double Oak, Texas Germantown, Maryland 


Treasurer _ Bob Harris, ~54 (2015) Norvell West, ~83 (2014) 
Bill Mariner, “60 * Amherst, Virginia Roanoke, Virginia 
Ocean City, Maryland 


Chris Meek, “84 (2013) Rod Willey, ~51 (2014) 
Chaplain Burgaw, North Carolina Fort Defiance, Virginia 
Frank Spencer, “49 (2015) 
Waynesboro, Virginia Roger Messick, °52 (2013) Frank Williamson, “60 (2015) 

Prescott, Arizona Richmond, Virginia 

Phil Bentley, “83 (2014) 
Hummelstown, Pennsylvania Gordon Metz, “68 (2014) 

Martinsville, Virginia * Foundation treasurer is also 
Bob Bradford, “50 (2015) _ Association Treasurer 
Folsom, California Bud Oakey, *70 (2014) 

Richmond, Virginia 


The key word at the AMA 

. Museum this spring is trans- 
ition. 

We have filed all of our 

‘paperwork for the Museum 
Assessment Program and 

“now are awaiting a confir- 
mation on a date for our site 
peer review. 

.  Qur reviewer will be Dr. 
Robert Goler, Curator for 
the United States Mint in 
Washington, D.C. In the 

past, Dr. Goler has been the Director of the Arts 

Management Program at American University in Washing- 

ton, D.C. and the Executive Administrator/Curator for the 

National Museum of Health and Science, also in Washing- 

ton. He has worked at the Chicago (IL) Historical Society, 

the Frances Tavern Museum in New York, NY and the 

Western Reserve Historical Society in Cleveland, Ohio. 

We have a lot of work to do to prepare for Dr. Goler’s 
visit. 

First, we must remove all the photos, prints and paint- 
ings from the walls in the break room. Once everything is 
off the walls, we will coat it with fresh white paint. All 
items in their original frames will go directly into storage 
in archivally-safe containers. Any items displayed in new 
frames will be removed from the frames, then filed in the 
collections storage room. Once the walls have been paint- 
ed, we plan to make copies of a few meaningful items to 
display on the break room walls. With all the items re- 
moved from the break room, the likelihood of an original 
item becoming damaged by water, food spillage or mold 
is significantly decreased. In addition, since they have been 
on display for several years, it gives each item a much 
needed break from light and dust exposure. 

We have some potted plants in the museum which are 
now being given away to volunteers. Removing the plants 
diminishes our risk of infestation. Should there be an 
insect infestation (God forbid it!) in the building, the plants 
and the dirt are the perfect places for insects to hide and 
set up new homes. We don’t want to put our collections at 
risk for insect damage, especially when so many of our 
items are one of a kind. 

Much like in the break room, several items are being 
removed from display in the second floor hall. These items 
will be resting in storage for a while and taking a break 
from light and dust exposure. Some painting and touch-ups 
will be done in the hallway. And a few items will be 
selected to be displayed in that area once all the painting 
has been done. 

Downstairs, in the exhibit spaces, there are a few ad- 
justments that need to be made. In Maggie Belle’s Room, 
the display cases and furniture items are going to be 
rearranged to better suit the flow of traffic. Display cases 
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will be moved to areas where they will be more likely 
viewed by guests. Furniture pieces will be repositioned in 
the room to be farther from the traffic flow than they are 
now. This will decrease the likelihood of damage and 
remove the temptation of guests to touch, lean on or sit on 
these one-of-a-kind items. 

More important, we have four uniforms that are dis- 
played openly that need to be housed in display cases to 
prevent damage from touching, light and dust exposure 
and exposure to the sprinkler system (again, God forbid!) 
should it ever be activated. The uniforms that need 
protection include a pre-1900s tunic on display in Maggie 
Belle’s Room, Charles S. Roller, Jr.’s World War II 
uniform blouse displayed in the family room, a 1930s 
baseball uniform on display in the sports exhibit and a 
one-of-a-kind band blouse on display in The Big Room. 

We are researching museum shops and custom builders 
to find a design for each display case that will also fit our 
budget. If you would like to underwrite any of these 
required expenditures, your help will be much appreciated 
and will be prominently acknowledged in the display areas. 


Two of the most popular spots in the Museum are the AMA PX, 
above, and the Cadet Room, shown below. In the PX, Volunteer 
Doug Carter, ‘72, rings up a sale. Below, Mickey Toms, ‘67, 
with Bobby Bowie, ‘47, relive "Life in the Barracks.” 
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How | became a writer 
By George Tisdale, ‘69 


My first writing teacher, Lillian Tisdale, 
a.k.a., Mother, schooled me in the art 
of the brief thank-you note. My birth- 
day and Christmas fell a week apart 
(and still do, actually), and 
so each January became a 
bulk, thank-you- note writing 
time of misery for me. (I 
could digress here on the 
enduring disappointments of 
my "Merry Christmas/Happy 
Birthday” presents, but | 
won't.) 

Writing those notes was a 
chore, but years later the 
practice paid dividends 
when Lillian threw up her 
parenting hands and ship- 
ped me off to AMA. This was during 
the days when long distance calls 
were major purchase decisions, so | 
began to write letters. | discovered 
that all that thank-you-note writing had 
given birth to a special talent: | could 
tell a story in an entertaining way. The 
letter-writing bug bit hard, and | began 
to dispatch !etter upon letter to almost 
everyone | knew. Augusta Military 
Academy in the guise of an idyllic 
picture postcard. 

For the benefit of younger readers, 
here's an historical note: Long before 
e-mail, chatting and texting, people 
actually sent one another handwritten 
letters on pricey stationery by way of 
the U. S. Mail. (Few people know that 
stationery has an archaic second 
meaning: infuriating handwriting mis- 
takes in ink.) One could write friends, 
cousins, that aunt one's parents ad- 
monished one to write - and they 
would all write back. 

A letter would typically travel from 
the East to West Coast in days, a 
week at most, unless it was mailed 
with insufficient postage from, for 
example, a tourist trap in Germany. 
Then it might not arrive until months 
after a girlfriend had written one off as 
uncaring and moved on to a new 
boyfriend. 

Letters enabled me to be creative in 
telling what I'd been up to. "George 
writes such interesting letters,” my 
many correspondents relayed to 
Lillian. Had | suspected the unintend- 
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ed consequence of those reports, ! 
might have looked at stamp or coin 
collecting to while away the lonely 
hours. For when college-choosing 
time rolled around, | barely got the 
University of Montana wish beyond my 
lips when Lillian said, “You're going to 
Virginia Military Institute." 

Like it or not, | understood 
her logic: AMA's military edu- 
cational model had worked for 
her son, so why mess with a 
winning formula, especially 
one that had such a delightful, 
epistolary by-product? 

And so VMI it was. VMI had 
a longer tradition than AMA of 
young men being coerced into 
attending it. But since AMA 
had been modeled on VMI, | 
wasn't worried. | was an old 
hand at the military schoo! business. 
How bad could VMI! be? 


Photos in this issue by: 
Ruth and Howard Rosenthal, ‘68, 
Victor Gomez, ‘69, and 


Kiki (Mrs. Jorge, ‘70) Rovirosa. 


Looking for E Company rifle 


Bill Greenman, “57, marched in E 
Company when he was a cadet and 
would like to get his hands on one of 
the wooden rifles that the smal! boys 
carried in parades. 

An auction was held after the 
school closed and everything that be- 
longed to the schoo! was sold. Out 
there somewhere is an alumnus or 
AMA friend who has one or more of 
these rifles. If so, can you help Bill? 

He would like to buy one and will 
make a contribution to the AMA 
Alumni Foundation if this notice gets 
one for him. 

Call Bill at 804/693-4509. He is 
employed at the Naval Weapons 
Station, Yorktown. 


Driscoll wins VISA card 

In a drawing of all alumni who com- 
pleted a Reunion 2012 Evaluation 
Form, Doug Driscoll, -72, won a $50 
VISA gift card which he donated to the 
AMA Alumni Foundation. Thanks so 
much, Doug! 


WHAT'S COOKING? - Nancy (Mrs. John, ‘67) Botcheller made the rounds at 
the reunion selling the AMA cookbooks. She and her elfs sold a couple of 
cases of the wonderful books. Would you like to have one? $15 each or two 
for $25. Write augustamilitaryacademy@verizon.net or call 540/248-3007. 


Reunion 2002 honored AMA alumni 
who served in World War Il. A huge 
American flag covered the Big 
Barracks Tower. Julian Quarles, 
‘35, paid tribute to the "Greatest 
Generation." 


Alumni made a pilgrimage to the 
National D-Day Memorial in Bedford. 
That small town had a horrendous 
loss of life when its National Guard 
unit landed on Omaha Beach. 


A record eight AMA Alumni Medals 
were awarded. The medalists: Dave 
Conrad, ‘59, Duke Fancher, ‘58, 
Bob Harris, ‘54, Sergeant Joe 
Josephson, Goodloe Saunders, 
‘57, Steve Trent, ‘70, Jerry 
Wildman, ‘57, and Rod Willey, ‘51. 


Gordon Metz, ‘68, was elected as 
the Chairman of the AMA Alumni 
Foundation. 


The 60" anniversary of the Doolittle 
Raid was celebrated on our campus 
with Jack Manch’s sister Rosemary 
Manch Doucette and his sister in 
law Annyce Manch in attendance. 


AMA Boards to meet 
on 15 September 


The Boards of the Alumni Association 
and the Alumni Foundation will meet on 
Saturday 15 September at the Alumni 
House/Museum in Fort Defiance. 

Association President Colonel Steve 
Trent, *70, has scheduled his board to 
meet at 0900 on 15 September, the main 
topic for discussion being future reunions. 

Foundation Chair Bob Bradford, ~50, 
has scheduled the Foundation trustees to 
convene immediately following the As- 
sociation meeting, probably around 1030. 
The trustees will be reviewing measures 
to help our museum receive accreditation 
by the American Association of Museums. 

All AMA alumni are invited to attend 
both meetings. 
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FIRST ALUMNI ASSOCIATION GATHERING, 1970 - Jerry Wildman, ‘57, has 
sent us this photo from the very first get together of the AMA Alumni 
Association back in 1970 at the Ingleside. Jerry has identified quite a few 
of the fellows but needs your assistance in !Ding the rest. First row, Duke 
Fancher, ‘58, unknown, Hugh Harmon, ‘58, George Holt, ‘60, T. C. Lea, ‘55. 
Second row, unknown, unknown, unknown, Dave Conrad, ‘59. Third row, 
unknown. Top row, Pete Stone, ‘54, Jim Hume, ‘57, unknown, Zeke 
Zehmer, ‘59, unknown, Parker Ward, ‘54, Dave Trimble, ‘60, Jerry Wildman, 
‘57, Bob Hume, ‘63, Bill Johnston, ‘55 (behind Hume), unknown, Elliott 
"Corky" Ridge, ‘57, Mickey Gordon, ‘39, and Colonel Sam Wales. 


DEAN TO RICK TO YOU - Rick Ellett, ‘72, got the photo, above, from his 
classmate, Dean Lohman. Date: uncertain. Left to right, P. J. Thomson, 
Doug Pennock, Diego Suarez, Dick Whittaker, Dean Lohman, Stride 
Coleman, Rick Ellett and Lewie Kennett, al! from the Class of 1972. 


AKE NO BONES ABOUT IT 


M 
YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO THE AMA FOUNDATION IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE! 
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Dr. Mary from page 17 
take a strong position where he could enfilade the Federal lines. 

Conditions throughout the day were horrible. Showers followed 
by a driving rainstorm made the battlefield a sea of mud. Artillery 
fire produced massive amounts of smoke that stayed low to the 
ground obscuring either side's vision. 

Breckinridge had hoped to keep the VMI cadets, ages 14 to 18, 
in reserve, but he was forced to call them out to meet Sigel's 
advance. Two of the unites were halted at once. The third unit, 
the 34 Massachusetts, got to a fence where the cadets were 
pinned down. The Confederate commander in that sector, Henry 
A. Wise, feared if the cadets fell back, the Confederate center 
would be pierced. So he ordered the cadets to charge at 1600. 
Other Confederate units, seeing the cadets, followed suit. The 
charge was intense if not horrific: ankle deep mud caused many 
cadets to lose their shoes and a black thunder cloud drenches the 
Confederates. A Federal officer who witnessed the advance of the 
cadets reported the following: "...for a moment it appeared as if 
their advance was checked. But what seemed like a check was a 
halt during which the boys marked time, dressed their ranks and 
then came forward in a most admirable form. The whole thing 
was done with as much precision and steadiness as if on parade, 
and this while all the time being subjected to a destructive fire. No 
one who saw it will ever forget it." 

The cadets’ charge broke the Federal advance. Sigel abandoned 
his position as the Confederates shelled the retreating Federals. 
About that time, General Breckinridge rode up to the cadets. One 
of them noted: "We presented arms. He raised his hat and said, 
“Young gentlemen, I have to thank you for the results of today’s 
operations.'" Breckinridge lost 600 and of the 250 to 280 cadets, 
nine were killed, one died later and 48 were wounded including 
LTC Shipp. Sigel's losses were mostly prisoners of war. He 
retreated across the Shenandoah River and burned the bridge to 
preclude a Confederate pursuit. To be sure, the cadets were 
applauded by everyone from locals to the president of the 
Confederacy, as well they should have been. Disgusted with 
Sigel, Henry Halleck wrote Grant: "If you expect anything from 
him, you will be mistaken." On May 19, 1864, Sigel was replaced 
by David Hunter. 

Hunter wanted a military success. His 15,000 troops easily 
outnumbered the Confederates in the area. On June 5, 1864, he 
crushed a small Confederate force at the Battle of Piedmont within 
earshot of Fort Defiance. From there, he moved through Staunton 
to Lexington. The Piedmont Battle, fought so close to your 
campus, enhances the significance of the AMA Museum to the 
Valley. Many of Hunter's forces had fought in Western Virginia 
where they had been hounded by Jobn S. Mosby’s partisan 
rangers. Mosby's men had terrorized Federal troops and supply 
wagons to the point that the area where he operated was called 
“Mosby's Confederacy." While Hunter advanced up the Valley, 
he was constantly preyed upon by guerrillas. As one scholar 
noted, the hungrier Hunter's men got, the angrier they became. 
The Federal troops plundered civilian farms and terrorized local 
citizens. At Lexington, wholesale looting took place. Their final 
act was to burn Virginia Military Institute. From there, Hunter's 
army moved toward Lynchburg. 

Deeply worried about this new threat to his rear, Lee dis- 
patched Jubal Early and 10,000 troops, which, with those in 
Lynchburg, made the opposing forces equal. Hunter weakly 
probed Lynchburg's defenses and curiously, then moved into West 
Virginia. The Confederates controlled the Valley. 


But not for long. Grant dispatched his cavalry commander 
Phillip Sheridan to the Valley with the following orders: "(turn) 
the Shenandoah into a barren waste... so that crows flying over it 
for the balance of this season... will have to carry their provender 
with them." Sheridan was equal to the task. By October 7, 1864, 
Sheridan reported his troops had "destroyed over 2,000 barns 
filled with wheat, hay and farming implements; over seventy mills 
filled with flour and wheat; have driven in front of the army some 
4,000 head of stock and have killed and issued to the troops not 
less than 3,000 sheep.” Sheridan promised, once he finished, 
"The Valley from Winchester up to Staunton, ninety-two miles, 
will have little in it for man or beast.” 

It is little wonder that once the Valley was destroyed, fears of 
starvation increased dramatically. This underscored the reality that 
when Lee surrendered to Grant at Appomattox on April 9, 1865, 
each Confederate soldier had 75 rounds of ammunition but they 
had been without food for three days. 

I can't imagine what Charles Roller must have re when he 
returned to the Valley in 1865. The devastation was so widespread 
that it would take years for agriculture to recover. That within a 
year of Appomattox, Professor Roller had a school up and 
running at Old Fort Academy testifies to his fortitude and 
perseverance. 

Professor Roller, as a resident of the Shenandoah Valley, with 
hard work, left a tremendous legacy to the region: Augusta 
Military Academy. His values are clearly seen in his alumni and 
their love for their founder. 

It is up to us to keep the legacy alive to inspire future genera- 
tions of Shenandoah Valley residents. oo 6 


Award winning printing. 
Unbeatable customer service. 


FOUR-COLOR PRINTING 

FOUR-COLOR DIGITAL PRINTING 

DIE CUTTING 

FOLDING 

FOIL STAMPING. 

EMBOSSING. 

BINDING & PACKAGING 

AUTOMATED COLLATING & STITCHING 


SERVICES 


FULL SERVICE ART DEPARTMENT 
MAILING 
FULFILLMENT 


Proud printer of Staunton Music 
Festival materials for over 10 years. 


Let us help you get a standing ovation on your next print project. 


ES 
MID VALLEY PRESS 


www.midvalleypress.com 


Military school heads met 
during Great Depression 


In the midst of The Great Depression, heads of military 
schools and colleges across America gathered at the 
nation’s capital most likely wondering like so many other 
Americans how they could remain successful in such a 
dismal economy. That in fact 
was the topic of the keynote 
address at the 1934 Con- 
ference of the Association of 
Military Colleges and Schools 
of the United States. 

President of the Associa- 
tion Colonel Guido F. 
Verbeck called the meeting 
to order on Monday morning 
26 March at the Mayflower 
Hotel, March 26 and 
Colonel Thomas J. Roller 
of Augusta Military Academy 
was first to call out "Present!" 
when the secretary called the 
roll. Others in attendance 
included Colonel William 
Coupler of Virginia Military 
Institute, Colonel M. H. 
Hudgins of Fishburne Military 
School, and Colonel L. L. 
Sutherland and Major Roy 
W. Wonson, both from 
Staunton Military Academy. 

Verbeck opened by saying 
military schools had suffered 
under the current economy, 
but did not realize the “full 
weight of the depression 
until about a year after most 
other businesses. Boarding 
schools are not essential to 
the nation in hard times but 
every improvement we make 
in the quality of our teaching, 
in strengthening the character of our boys and in improv- 
ing their physical development increases the demand for 
the service we offer. We must leave nothing undone to 
improve ourselves.” 

Colone! Verbeck added, "If seems highly improbable that 
we shall ever again experience days as comfortable as 
those of 1927-28. The old normal of economic affairs, 
against which we sometimes compare the current balance 
sheet, is undoubtedly dead and cremated, never to rise 
again.” In closing, Verbeck encouraged the members of the 
Association to no longer compete with one other, but to 
foster rival institutes until the entire membership "im- 
prove(s) our performance mutually.” 

By the end of the conference, a resolution had been 
adopted disapproving of derogatory remarks concerning 
other schools, soliciting students who are enrolled in other 


The Report of the 21% Annual Conference of The 
Association of Military Colleges and Schools of the 
United States was recently donated to the AMA 
Museum by Colonel and Mrs. Mal Livick. 
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schools and engaging in competitive price cutting. Colonel 
Roller, a member of the Committee on Resolutions, signed 
the document. 

Following the president's address on Monday, Roller 
gave a report on weekend leaves of absence. While the 
minutes do not contain the poem itself, there is mention 
that he opened his report with a "very humorous, original 
poem caricaturing various 
members of the Association, 
which was greatly enjoyed 
by all." 

Roller told the membership 
that at Augusta, weekend 
leaves were not granted, 
“except in very exceptional 
cases." saying that parents 
were informed of this rule 
and were told not to expect 
weekend leaves for their 
sons. 

On the other hand, Colonel 
Tom said that the school 
extended cordial invitations 
to patrons to visit their sons 
at the school. He said that 
he and Major Charles 
Roller, Jr. strove diligently to 
make the life of the school 
attractive and, by emphasis 
on school! activities, athletic 
contests and trips, moving 
pictures and other forms of 
entertainment, to focus the 
attention of the cadets on 
these and to foster their 
interest in them, rather than 
in things on the outside. "Af 
AMA," he said, “the system 
is working satisfactorily." 

By Wednesday afternoon, 
the conference concluded 
with Coupler of VMI and 
Hudgins of Fishburne being 
elected president and vice president, respectively. In 2011, 
the Association of Military Colleges and Schools in the » 
United States remains in operation with its headquarters 
still in Washington, D.C. 

Today, the membership consists of 44 accredited institu- 
tions, eight of which are in Virginia. Virginia Military Institute 
and the Virginia Women's Institute on Leadership at Mary 
Baldwin are the two Virginia colleges on the membership 
rolls. 

As in 1934, a member of the Fishburne staff serves on 
the AMCSUS board today. FMS President Colonel Roy F. 
Zinser, holds the position of counselor on the executive 
committee. 

In addition, Brigadier General William W. Alexander of 
Fishburne is the immediate past president of the 
organization. 
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VERY SPECIAL THANKS TO CRYSTA STEPHENSON, 
OUR MUSEUM DIRECTOR, FOR ALL OF HER WORK 
TO ASSURE A GREAT REUNION 2012! 
Thanks to Jorge Rovirosa, ~70, the outgoing President of the Alumni 


Association, for the detailed planning and execution of the reunion... To Ben 
Zinkhan, “60, Doug Carter, *72, Goodloe Saunders, “57, and Sergeant Don 
Studer for all the work they did before, during and after the reunion... Jerry 
Arnold, “66, and Patti for setting up and running the PX and for the beautiful 
swords they donated... Steve Trent, *70, for handling the bar under difficult 
circumstances... Nicky Syropoulos, “69, and Mark Femrite, ~72, for arranging 
for the Confederate reenactors to honor us with their presence and to the CSA 
reenactors, their Color Guard, the drum and fife and their horses. Special 
thanks to Captain Mike Chapple and Sergeant Waverly Adcock of the 5" 
Virginia, Companies E and L, to Band Major Hunter Desper of the Valley Fife 
and Drum Corps. Lieutenant Steve and Cindy DeCarlo, he as the lone rider 
at Founder's Day and she attired as a grieving widow. Colonel Tony Zusman 
who saluted the late Charlie Hillsman, ‘71. To "Stinky" Vannoy who set up 
Charlie's General's Tent and was his cook... Bud Oakey, ~70, for his faithful 
renditions of Taps... Luke Snyder, “60, for managing the Founder's Day 
ceremonies... The Ladies of AMA led by Anne Snyder who did so many things 
to keep us on track: Kiki Rovirosa, Nancy Botcheller, Susan Mariner, Joyce 
Zinkhan, Ruth Rosenthal and Brenda Metz... Reverend Greg Dougls for his 
invaluable help in setting up the gym for the Saturday luncheon... John and 
Andrew Pullin for setting up the tables and chairs in the gym and for 
trimming the hedges... Colleen Atchison for putting together the reunion 


folders and to Jim Atchison, ~73, for the golf cart... Keith Traylor, *72, for being 


on guard in uniform at the Front Arch... Rod Willey, “51, for setting up the 
Thursday night reception and managing the caterers for the Saturday 
luncheon... Dr. Mary DeCredico for conducting the Friday motor coach tour of 
the Piedmont and New Market Battlefields and for her memorable remarks at 
the Saturday luncheon... Frank Spencer, “49, and Gordon Metz, “68, for asking 
God's blessing on our reunion... Blaine Clarke, *72, for arranging the sporting 
clay shoot, the White Table Ceremony and for presenting the AMA Alumni 
Medals at the Friday Banquet... Phil Bentley, *83, for chairing the Scholarship 
Committee and for his time at the registration desk... John Sandridge, “66, 

for lending the Museum valuable artifacts from the Battle of Piedmont... 
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Keene Byrd, “59, for his masterful portrayal of AMA's founder at Founder's 
Day and to Mal Livick, Jr., *75, for his keenly felt response to Keene Byrd's 
portrayal of his great-great-grandfather... Goodloe Saunders, ~57, for helping 
with the Tower of Power... Ruth Rosenthal, Kiki Rovirosa and Victor Gomez, 
“69, for the excellent photography with many of their picture in this issue... 
Colonel Mal and Linda Livick for their unwavering support... Paul Poulito, 
°73, and Phyllis, for running the AMA Open Golf Tournament and special 
thanks to the golfers who helped to set up gym for the Saturday lunch, put up 
banners at the Museum, install pavers and wash the sidewalk and all pavers... 
to those who helped fill the golfers' goody bags: Jack Prentice, “68, Jeff 
Sawdey, 73, Jack May, “68, and Bob Bradford, ~50... To all the golfers who 
together raised $1,000 for the AMA Foundation... Bruce Hemp from Fort 
Defiance High School and Sergeant Major Ernest Hoopi for the inspiration 
they provided... Frank Williamson, “60, for the Tower of Power and making a 
special trip to honor Dr. DeCredico... All the Table Sponsors at Casino Night... 
Bill Mariner, “60, for keeping our finances in good shape and for the many 
things he did to help with the reunion... Bob Harris, “54, for his time in the 
Registration Room... Jack White, “69, for bringing his oysters and shucking 
them for all to enjoy... The Shenandoah Valley Airport for the arrangements 
permitting us to honor Jack Manch, °38, on the 70" anniversary of the World 
War II Doolittle Raid... Julian Quarles, *35, for attending the Manch 
ceremonies... Charles Pascale, “69, for bringing Julian to the event... Channels 
3 and 29 and the Waynesboro News-Virginian for covering the Manch 
ceremonies... Mac McInnis, “67, who organized the splendid turnout by his 
classmates from his home in Hawaii... Rick Smail, “67, for organizing the post- 
reunion Roller Rider trip... The Ladies at Stuart Hall who helped promote our 
reunion which was the same weekend as theirs... Joyce Zinkhan for seeing to 
it that the Museum was pristine and for the ham sandwiches and cookies... The 
staff at our reunion hotel led by Barbara Swisher for their response to our 
every need... Matt the Bartender whose smile kept happy faces all weekend... 
Chris Meek, *84, for help with registration and the Tommy Simmons 
Hospitality Room... Garry Granger, *71, and Paul Karch, *79, for help at the 
Registration Desk... Norvell West, 83, for all of his time at the museum... and 
most of all 


thanks to all of you who came to the reunion! 
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Bob McCarter, ‘42 . 
World War II vet has story to 
tell starting with flying at AMA 


By the time that Robert "Bob” McCarter, °42, enlisted in 
the Navy in World War Il, the 19 year old had 5,160 hours of 
flying time, much of it clocked while he was a cadet at AMA. 

"| flew two to four hours a day while | was at AMA," he 
recalls. “Someone must have liked me." McCarter says he 
had a “full ride for his time at Augusta” and took pilot training 
out of the old Verona Airport. When McCarter was 12 or 13, 
his aunt dated a stunt pilot who appeared in Howard Hughes’ 
movie "Hell's Angels," and that pilot taught him to fly, says 
McCarter. He logged nearly 1,000 hours with this pilot and 
got his own pilot's license in 1937 at age 14. 

Before the war was over, McCarter would owe Uncle Sam 
three airplanes. Asked to check out an ensign who wanted to 
be a pilot, he put the two seat trainer through some easy 
maneuvers whereupon the ensign asked, "Is that all you can 
do?" Wrong question to ask, ensign! 

McCarter put the plane through dizzying spins and rolls 
and when he landed he 
could tell that the en- 
sign had not been able 
to keep his breakfast 
down. 

Fast forward to the. 
deck of the US carrier 
Saratoga. McCarter had 
taken off with bombs, 
ammo and two drop 
tanks, each holding 300 
gallons of aviation fuel. 
When his engine began 
to misbehave, he re- 
quested permission to 
drop the fuel tanks and 
land back on the carrier. 
"It was to be a one shot 
landing with no go 
arounds,” McCarter 
recalled. Twice he ask- 
ed for permission to 
drop the tanks. Twice, 
he was denied. 

McCarter made a soft landing but a cable brought the 
plane to an abrupt stop with the tanks breaking loose and 
catching on fire. (McCarter still has scars on his left arm from 
the flames.) A deck hand got him out of the cockpit and away 
from the plane when up strolled the ensign who had been 
given a rough ride by McCarter. The ensign told our AMA 
man that he had denied him permision to drop the wing tanks 
because he hadn't said, "Sir." Says McCarter, "I! hit him as 
hard as | could." 

Later, assigned to a different ship, he and his wingmate 
returned from a mission to find that their carrier had been 
sunk. Both had to ditch and were picked up by an American 
submarine. Two other planes flown by McCarter were so 
heavily damaged that once back on the ground, they flew no 
more. 


Trim Bob McCarter still fits in 
his WW II Naval uniform. 


20 year old Robert O. McCarter in the cockpit of an F4U 
Corsair, 1943. 


For his service, McCarter was awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross and two Purple Hearts. Bob McCarter now lives 
in Wooster, OH having retired from GM after 30 years. 
The near 89 year old is in his second marriage. 


gors 


Dave Brewer, ‘46, was the First Captain and Battalion 
Commander his senior year. Sorry for the error in the last 
issue of The Bayonet. 

Manuel Herdade, ‘72, is an anesthetist, a nurse who 
specializes in anesthesia, not an MD as we reported. 

Edmund Ryan, Jr., ‘45, passed away 14 June 2011, not 
17 January 2011. 

Rob and Kathy Freer, dear friends of the late Libby and 
Mickey Gordon, ‘39, and faithful contributors to the AMA 
Alumni Foundation, should have been listed as Blue Streak 
Sponsors indicating that they gave $500 or more in 2011. 

Ernie Calvo, ‘52, lives in Panama City, Republic of 
Panama, not in Panama City, FL. 


WE GET NOTES FROM TIME TO TIME ASKING 
WHY WE DON'T PUT THE BAYONET ON LINE. 


FOLKS, IT HAS BEEN ON LINE 
SINCE 2006! 
SIGN ON TO OUR WEBSITE: 


www: AMAALUMNLORG 
CHECK "BAYONET" IN THE LEFT COLUMN, 
THEN PICK THE ISSUE YOU WANT TO SEE. 
IT WILL COME UP AS A PDF DOCUMENT 
WHICH YOU CAN READ AND, IF YOU WISH, 
PRINT ON YOUR COMPUTER. 


Afghanistan report 
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MAJOR GENERAL LARRY NICHOLSON, USMC, 
‘75, has a “routine” meeting with Afghan lead- 
ers. General Nicholson is in charge of opeta- 
tions in Afghanistan. Right, top, Larry with the 
Chairman of Macadonia’s defense forces, 
General Goran Kotenski. They first met when 
they were in the same conference group at the 
NATO Defense College. Left, Larry’s Sergeant 
Major on his previous Afghan tour, Ernest 
Hoopi, visits the AMA Museum. The Sergeant 
Major was particularly interested in General 
Nicholson’s AMA senior picture! L. to r., Bill 
Mariner, ‘60, AMA Foundation and Association 
Treasurer, AMA friend Bruce Hemp of FDHS, 
Sergeant Major Hoopi and AMA Foundation 
Chairman Bob Bradford, ‘50. 


Intern reports for duty 


Seth Ward of Weyers Cave, a junior at Mary 
Baldwin College, has accepted an internship at 
the AMA Alumni House/Museum. 

Seth is an art history major with a minor in 
historic preservation at MBC, the perfect com- 
bination of specialities for our museum. 

In addition to his college work, Seth has a job 
at a Hallmark store in Staunton. He is a 2009 
graduate of Fort Defiance High Schoo! and 
attends Calvary Baptist Church in Staunton. . 

Seth is an antique collector — particularly of 
lamps. In the future, he hopes to restore historic 
buildings and is most interested in church art 
works of the Gothic, Renaissance and Victorian 
styles. We welcome Seth to our museum staff 
and wish him well with his career goals. 
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Letters to 


the Editor 


An expression of gratitude 

| want to thank everyone who made the "Living History" 
of the Confederate Army such a huge success at our April 
reunion. All who participated had a fantastic time and they 
are telling the rest of the boys that they missed out on a 
great time. The guys who camped on our campus are eager 
to come back. 

It was as big a treat for these reenactors to spend the 
night on our campus as it was for the alumni in the group. 
It is a place of "stories" and one always held in highest 
esteem. Special! thanks to Crysta Stephenson for making 
all the arrangements. 

Lieutenant Colonel Nicky Syropouos, ‘69 
Ordnance Officer, Longstreet’s Corps, CSA 
syropoulos4@msn.com Baltimore, MD 


Happy with the reunion 

Now back from the reunion, Kathy and | wanted to express 
our complete satisfaction with every aspect of the event! 
Most noteworthy was the quality of the food at every meal. 
The service at the hotel was exemplary and our room was 
up to Holiday Inn standards. 

Years ago, | proposed to my wife at the end of Founder’s 
Day there in the Stone Church Cemetery. On this trip back, 
we acquired a stray kitten who we have named Charlie 
Roller! Hugh Harmon, ‘58 
jhh5869@verizon.net Leesburg, VA 


Rememering happier times 
My husband, Bob Walton, ‘65, passed away in 
February and | can attest that his days at AMA were 
among his fondest memories. Many Sundays, his family 
and | spent special times at the AMA Parades, at the 
Stone Church and at Brook’s Restaurant. 
When Bob and | married in 1966, our wedding photo- 
grapher was none other than Doc Savedge. 
Cheryl (Mrs. Bob) Walton 
Highland Springs, VA 


Bill Parkins family expresses thanks 

The heart of white roses, carnations and chrysanthemums 
that you gave in memory of Bill Parkins, ‘70, mirrored the 
feeling that he had for each AMA alumnus. You were family 
to him. Your notes and calls encouraged him. Going to the 
alumni reunion each spring was a highlight of his year. 

Bill told us that being elected to the AMA Sports Hall of 
Fame was one of his greatest honors. The anticipation of 
that event and afterwards, the memories of that great day 
were blessings that transcended doctor visits, treatments 
and discouraging medical reports. 

Thank you for being family while he was living, for honor- 
ing his life and for blessing his family with the beautiful floral 
tribute. Sally Fulton 

on behalf of the Family of Bill Parkins 
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We are always pleased to have your letters 


_ and any photos that will help tell the story. We 


do reserve the right to edit letters for length 
and content. 


Smithsonian selects Staunton as one of America’s Top Ten 


Staunton, VA 
A Shenandoah mix of Confederate 
HM relics and Elizabethan theater. 

STAUNTON—DROP THE U TO PRONOUNCE IT LIKE LOCALS— 
looks west to the Appalachians, east to the Blue Ridge, at the 
heart of the Shenandoah Valley. The town (pop. 23,700) played 
its role on the early frontier and as a staging center for the 
Confederate Army, bred America’s 28th president (a highlight 
of the Woodrow Wilson Museum is the 1918 Pierce-Arrow 
limo he used after negotiating the Treaty of Versailles at the 
end of World War I) and nurtured the Virginia School for the 
Deaf and Blind and Mary Baldwin College. But Staunton’s lat- 
ter-day rejuvenation was based on something more prosaic- 
sounding: In 1908 the town created the city-manager govern- 


ment model, laying the foundations for growth that garnered 
such cultural assets as the Dixie Theater movie house, Mock- 


ingbird Roots Music Hall, Heifetz 
International Music Institute, the 
outdoor Oak Grove Theater and, 
above all, the American Shake- 
speare Center, housed in a land- 
mark re-creation of London’s 
Blackfriars Playhouse, where orig- 
inal staging techniques such as 
role-doubling are replicated and 
the dramaturge doesn’t shy away from a bit of Elizabethan 
bawdy now and then. Staunton’s National Historic Register red- 
brick downtown has galleries, a camera museum, an old-fash- 
ioned trolley and Tiffany window-lined Trinity Church. Up the 
hill at Victorian-era Thornrose Cemetery, there’s a separate 
section holding the remains of almost 2,000 Confederate sol- 
diers, while the band shell in nearby Gypsy Hill Park serves as 
the summertime home of the 70-piece Stonewall Brigade Band, 
founded in 1855 to feature the then-novel saxophone. @ 


WASHINGTON, 


Frank R. Bell, Jr., ‘39 
20 August 2011, New Smyrna Beach, 
FL. At AMA: 1* lieutenant, A Company. 
White Page; New Cadet Cup; Honor 


Committee; YMCA Cabinet; head 
cheerleader; swim team; manager, foot- 
ball team; Bible Class; Bayonet and 
Recall staffs; @v Astra per Aspera. 


Herbert S. Richey, ‘40 

April 2006. Case School of Applied 
Science; University of Michigan, BS, 
engineering. Owner and President, 
Richey Coal Company. President, U. S. 
Chamber of Commerce. Chairman, 
Natural Resources Council. Director, 
Fairchild Corporation, Quaker State 
Corporation, Sifco, Washington Energy 
Processing, Inc. At AMA: Captain, D 
Company; Best New Cadet; winner of 
drill cup; Honor Student; First in class. 
ay Astra per Agpera. 


Colonel Joseph Wasco, ‘41 
17 March 2012, Union Bridge, MD, 83. 
Long career in the U. S. Army retiring 
as a bird colonel. Served in World War 
Two, Korean War and Vietnam being 
one of only 230 men to receive a 
Combat Infantry Badge in all three wars 
(One of the other 230 was the late 
Colonel Rutland Beard, ‘42) Special 
Forces, Green Beret, 1963-66. Airborne 
Test Board at Fort Bragg. In Vietnam, 


served with 101° Airborne, Screaming 
Eagles., commanding the 2™ Battalion, 
327" Infantry Regiment under the call 
name "Wild Gypsy.” Interred at the 
Arlington National Cemetery. At AMA: 
1% Sergeant, B Company: captain, 
basketball team; Honor Committee; 
Monogram Club; 3 Astra per Aspera. 


Earl Daves Cabaniss, ‘43 
4 May 2012, at home, Pulaski, VA, 89. 
1943-4, sergeant, 654" Tank Destroyer, 
Patton’s Third Army. Served in Norman- 
dy, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central 
Europe. Bronze Star for valor at St. Lo. 
1946-49, hardware business. From 
1949-1967, CIT Financial Corporation. 
1969 until retirement in 1990, Regional 
Vice President, Virginia National Bank 
(now Bank of America). Member of 
Pulaski Country. Club for 60 years. 
Survived by his wife of 65 years, Edna 
Faye Brickhouse Cabaniss; a son, Earl, 
Jr. of Pulaski; two daughters, Susan 


‘Kirby of Roanoke and Beth Wadsworth 


of Savannah, GA; six grandchildren and 
two great grandchildren. At AMA: First 
Captain, only Headquarters Company 
Commander to ever be BC; varsity 
football, basketball, boxing and base- 
ball. Fifteen letter man. @d Astra per 
Aspera. Elected to AMA Sports Hall of 
Fame in 2010. Monogram Club. Honor 
Committee. Cotillion Club. The family 
requests that contributions be made 
to the AMA Alumni Foundation in 
Earl’s memory. 


John W. Hevener, “44 
10 August 2011. No details. At AMA: 
Sergeant, A Company; Honor Roll; 
fencing team. 


William N. Thomas, “44 
15 December 2011, Louisville, KY. No 
details. Buried at Arlington National 
Cemetery. At AMA: C Company. 


Thomas D. Warner, Jr., “44 
23 March 2012, at Portsmouth Maryview 
Hospital, 86. Joined the Marines when 
he graduated from AMA and served as 
Captain's orderly on the USS Missouri. 
Fought at lwo Jima with Task Force 58 
and was 20mm gunner on the starboard 
side in the Battle of Okinawa when a 
kamikaze hit the other side. Volunteered 
for 6" Marines and fought on Okinawa. 
Participated in the Japanese surrender 
in the area of Tsingtao, China. Retired 
after 25 years of Federal service. Sur- 
vived by his daughter, Elizabeth Warner 
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Respess; a son, Thomas; three grand- 
children; four great-grandchildren; and 
his sister, Elizabeth Warner Coffey. At 
AMA: D Company. Reported by Angus 
Hines, ~42. 


Lewis H. Beazlie, Jr., “47 

13 February 2012, Akron, OH, 83. Life- 
fong resident of Tidewater Virginia until 
recently. Virginia Military Institute, 51. 
Marine designer, Newport News Ship- 
building and Dry-dock Company. Retired 
in 1990. Survived by his wife of 59 
years, Beverly; a daughter, Judy Beazlie 
Johnson of Bass Lake, CA; and a son, 
Lewis Henry, Ill, of Akron. At AMA: A 
Company. 


Robert Suero, ‘47 
20 April 2012, after a long illness, South 
Miami, FL. Survived by his wife, Beatriz, 
and their two sons. At AMA: D 
Company; weight lifter. 


John Augustus Herring, Ill, ‘47 
20 April 2012, Richmond, 82. Herring 
graduated from the Virginia Military 
Institute in 1951. He served as a first 
lieutenant in the Air Force during the 
Korean War, 49" Bomber Squadron. 
Master of Arts at the University of 
Virginia. Assistant Dean at UVA and 
Director of Newcomb Hail, 1958-1989. 
Organized the University Artists Series 
bringing world renowned performers to 
the Charlottesville campus. Donated a 
number of important items to the UVA 
Art Museum. Provided the AMA Library 
with more than 900 books. A dedicated 
Francophile, he arranged the return to 
the Palace at Versailles of a snuffbox 
depicting the execution of Queen Marie 
Antoinette. His former students created 
the John Herring Scholarship for Social 
Awareness and he received the Dis- 
tinguished Service Award from the 
University of Virginia Alumni Association. 
Survived by a nephew, John Harman of 
Bluefield, WV. At AMA: Staff Sergeant, 
Company A; Honor Committee; Recall 
staff; YMCA Cabinet. Reported by 
Colonel Ma! Livick and Lew Mundin, 
‘53. 


Robert "Pappy” Mitchell, ‘48 
29 March 2012, at home in Newport 
News, 83. University of Richmond. New- 
port News Shipbuilding and Dry-dock 
Company for 54 years with a two year 
break to serve in the Navy during the 
Korean War. Founding member, Hilton 
Village Architectural Review Board. 
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Survived by his wife of 56 years, Nancy 
Moyer Mitchell; a daughter, Jennifer 
Lane; sons, David and Mark; seven 
grandchildren and first great grandchild 
due in July. At AMA: A Company. 


James H. Shively, ‘49 

23 January 2012, at home, Ferrum, VA. 
Graduate of the Georgia Institute of 
Technology. Commissioned in the U. S. 
Marine Corps. IBM sales rep for 35 
years. President, Hagerstown, MD Little 
League. Boards of First National Bank, 
Franklin Community Bank, Carilion 
Franklin Memorial Hospital and BB&T. 
Survived by his wife, Nancy Perdue 
Shively; daughter, Cadell Shively; son, 
Elfiott. At AMA; Sergeant, B Company. 
Reported by Ben Angle, ‘51. 


William D. Paxton, Jr., “50 

9 Apri! 2012, Dunkirk, MD, 79. USAF 
during the Vietnam War. American 
Legion Post #206. Board of trustees, 
Forest Memorial United Methodist 
Church. Survived by his wife of 48 
years, Sandra; seven children, Eddie 
McCrory, Belinda Richason, David 
Paxton, Rodney Paxton, Michele 
McWhinney, Vickie Jackson and Shari 
Demino; 15 grandchildren, Lee, Kelly, 
Cayance, Jason, Jessica, Jeffrey, 
Karen, Roman, Jacob, Shelby, Amber, 
Sarah, Nicos, AJ and Cassa; and five 
great grandchildren. Bill reported the 
death of his lifetime friend and AMA 
roommate Jack Russell, “50, just this 
past fall. At AMA: Captain, D Company; 
Roller Rifles; intramurals; fencing; base- 
ball; Cotillion Club; President, Final Ball; 
President, Student Body. 


Douglas J. Trainum, “56 

24 November 2010, Gloucester, VA. 
Newport News Apprentice School. 40 
years at the Newport News Shipbuilding 
and Dry-dock Company. Square dancer. 
Survived by his wife of more than 40 
years, Patricia Congleton Tranium; his 
children, Brian, Matthew and Doug, Jr.; 
five grandchildren; and sisters, Jean 
Moore and Elizabeth Sheets. At AMA: 
1* lieutenant, staff; Cotillion Club; Editor 
of The Bayonet, YMCA President; 
Honor Committee; Treasurer, Student 
Body. 


Hugh A. "Bill" Moulse, “59 
30 March 2012, Roanoke, 70. Graduate 
of Virginia Tech. Served in Vietnam in 
the Army Corps of Engineers. Upon his 
discharge, Bill began to purchase and 


manage rental properties in Roanoke's 
Southwest and Grandin Road areas. 
Survived by his wife, Sally; daughters 
Andrea and Leslie, Stepsons Reynolds 
and Christopher Lynch, and Grand- 
daughter Haley Lynch. At AMA: Roller 
Rifles; Sergeant, B Company; Cotillion 
Club. 


Richard Thomas Phillips, Jr., “59 
30 April 2012, Winston-Salem, NC. 
Attended University of South Carolina. 
Lumber broker and outdoorsman. Sur- 
vived by his wife, Nancy Rains Phillips; 
daughters Foy Castleman of Stuttgart, 
AR and Kristie Spier of Cumming, GA; 
and a brother, Lee Phillips, “54, of 
Charlotte. Tom recalled fondly waxing 
the deck by sitting on old towels and 
being towed at great speed by another 
cadet. At AMA: Day student. 


Purnell "Bookie” Westbrook, “60 
3 March 2012, cancer, at home in 
Crozet, VA. Graduate of William and 
Mary. Vice President, American Heart 
Association. Four years in the Air 
Force. Lived in Richmond for 20 years 
before moving back to the mountains 
he loved. He and his wife started 
Westbrook Interiors. Biker, hiker, geo- 
cacher and computer game player. 
Survived by his wife, Barbara; his 
mother, Lorraine Georgeston; two 
children, Pau! and Lori: and two 
grandchildren. At AMA: Sergeant, C 
Company. 


Andrew Jan Campbell, 61 

9 May 2012, at Beckley, VW, 68. 
Beckley College. Owned and operated 
Jan Campbell Music Company and the 
Beckley Music Center at Raleigh Mall. 
Partner in "On Your Way" Travel 
Agency. Owner of AJC News and Gifts 
at the Ramada Inn. Member, Black 
Knight Country Club and Glade Spring 
Resort. He was preceded in death by 
his parents, his father being A. J. Jan 
Campbell, °27. Survived by his wife of 
45 years, Mary Swan Campbell, and a 
special friend and co-worker, Jimmy 
Nicholson. At AMA: B Company, swim 
team; Cotillion Club. Reported by John 
Elder, “61. 


Richard Lee Lawrence, “65 
19 March 2012, in Roanoke after an 
automobile accident, 74. Eagle Scout. 
Roanoke College undergraduate and 
Washington and Lee Law School. 


Served in U. S. Marines. Assistant 
Commonwealth's Attorney and later 
Commonwealth's Attorney, Roanoke. 
For four decades, partner in the firm of 
Lutins, Lawrence and Shapiro, then 
practiced with his son, David, at the 
Lawrence Law Firm. Lifelong hunter 
and outdoorsman. Survived by his 
former wife and mother of his children, 
Ellen Lawrence van Thiel; his son, 
David Denton Lawrence and his 
daughter, Julia Haynes Lawrence. At 
AMA: F Company. 


Robert D. Walton, *65 

20 February 2012;-Highland Springs, 
VA. Enlisted in the Air Force after AMA 
and stayed in the Virginia Air National 
Guard for 33 years retiring as senior 
master sergeant. Children's Hospital 
vollunteer. Owner of Walton's Photo- 
graphy. Secretary, Richmond Stage 
Hands. At AMA: Captain, Adjutant; 
Roller Rifles; fencing; soccer; lacrosse; 
Honor Committee; Honor Roll; Student 
Body Officer; Cotillion Club; Bayonet 
and Recall staffs. Reported by Bob 
Andes, °64, 


Nick B. Bodie, “67 
No details. Lived in Rocky Mount, NC. 


Frederick R. Varner, “69 
14 January 2011, Morgantown, WV. 
No details. At AMA: B Company. 


Theodore L. Leach, ~73 

20 January 2012, pancreatic cancer, 
Baltimore, 57. President, Baltimore 
Society of Model Engineers. Military 
reenactor serving as a Continental 
soldier in the First Maryland Regiment 
during the Bicentennial and as a Union 
soldier on the 125" anniversary of the 
Civil War. Survived by his wife, Rose 
Marie, and his son, Colin Peter. At 
AMA: C Company; baseball; Bayonet 
staff. 


Richard E. Bowis, ~79 
29 March 2012, Martinsburg, WV, 
diabetes, 50. Mortgage loan officer. 
World War Two history buff and skilled 
motorcyclist. Preceded in death by his 
father, Richard Arthur Bowis, 54. 
Survived by his mother, Barbara 


Grieves Meiselman and _ stepfather 


Irwin Meiselman; his wife, Heidi; son, 
Gregory; daughter, Lauren; and a 
sister, Patricia Bowis Scott. At AMA: C 
Company. 
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Frank Bell Joe Wasco Earl Cabaniss John Hevener Fred Varner Bill Thomas 
1939 Recall 1940 Recall 1941 Recall 1943 Recall 1944 Recall 1969 Recall 1944 Recall 


Lewis Beazlie Roberto Suero John Herring Jim Shively Bill Paxton Doug Trainum Ted Leach 
1947 Recall 1947 Recall 1947 Recall 1949 Recall 1950 Recall 1956 Recall 1973 Recall 


A perfect way to remember a classmate 


What could be a more permanent or approriate way to 
remember a cadet or faculty member than with a laser-engraved 
paver installed in front of the AMA Museum for people to see 
for many years to come. 

Bill Moutse Dick Phillips A LEGACY IN STONE! 

Lelaiehiedl . idaeclabiaioas Place an order for an 8" X 8" paver for $100 or a 4" X 8" for $50. 
The 4" X 8° will give you three lines of no more than |2 characters 
each while the 8" X 8" allows for five lines of no more than [2 
characters each. Use the order blank below. PLEASE PRINT! 


- 


Yourname Class 
Address 
City, State and ZIP 
Bookie Jan Campbell : 
Westbrook 1961 Recall mal 
1960 Recall 


Make checks payable to: AMA Alumni Foundation 
Roy Lawrence Bob Walton Mail to: P. O, Box 100, Fort Defiance, VA 24437 
1965 Recall 1965 Recall E-mail: AugustaMilittaryAcademy@verizon.net with credit card data (Card type, card 
number, expiration date and security code from back of card) 


flay our AFA brothers rest in eternal peace. God bless them all. 


Thep have heard their last Caps. Listed here are those whose deaths 


have been reported to us since Reunion 2011. Some passed away several years ago 
but have just been reported to us. May they rest in eternal peace. 


Guy 5S. Carr, °29 | ¥ John "Jack" Russell, “50 
Richard Coffman Shrum, °33 | 2 James P. Bowman, °50 
William E. Gregory, 36 7. | George Detwiler, °50 
Herbert W. Young, °37 | Thurman "T. C." Lea, Jr, “55 
Frank R. Bell, Jr., “39 , 
Herbert S. Richey, “40 ! a | Douglas J. Trainum, °56 
Joseph F. Wasco, Jr., “41 Walter H. Withers, Jr., “56 
Waltee HD yCi. at : Robert B. Durst, “59 
Pomp E. Layng, a2 | - Hugh A. Moulse, Jr., ‘59 
Earl Daves Cabaniss, “43 Richard Thomas Phillips, Jr., “59 
sui B. DePriest, “43 Purnell "Brookie" Westbrook, ‘60 
William H. Bowers, “43 ! Andrew Jan Campbell, “61 
Charles C. McAtee, Jr, “43 ‘a Richard "Red" Newman, ‘61 
Frank Villanova, °43 | James Martin Talbott, ‘61 
John W. Hevener, “44 : | Richard A. Johns, Il, °62 
Mason D. Thomas, “44 : Alvie James Dorrington, “62 
William N. Thomas, “44 | Edward J. Koyz, Jr. °63 
Thomas D. Warner, Jr., “44 Richard Lee Lawrence, “65 


William S. Taylor, “45 j | Robert D. Walton, ‘65 
John Augustus Herring, III, “47 , Nick B Bodie, 67 
Roberto Suero, “47 & | Frederick R. Varner, ‘69 
William M. Sumner, “47 | , William "Bill" Parkins, *70 
Lewis H. Beazlie, “47 , Richard Thomas Phillips, Jr., “71 
Robert R. Mitchell, “48 a William Adomeit, *72 


Irvin Gray Kinnie, “49 | - Theodore L. Leach, *73 
James H. Shively, *49 Roger Mullis, ‘76 
James A. Snider, Jr., “49 a Richard E. Bowis, °79 
William Grace, ‘50 7; Dr. William G. Painter 
William "Sonny" Paxton, 50 Coach G. William "Bill" Ralph 


Garry Coyt Johnson, °56 


D013 AMA SPORTS 
HALL of FAME 


The next class of inductees will enter the 


AMA Sports Hall of Fame at Reunion 2013. 


We are looking for nominations from every sport ever played at 
Augusta: baseball, basketball, boxing, cavalry, cross country, 


fencing, football, golf, lacrosse, rifle, rugby, soccer, swimming, 


tennis, track and field, and wrestling. —_——= 
r, Who do you remember as a star in one or more of these sports 
sm 


at AMA, or after? Who were the best coaches at AMA, and 


after? How about a sports reporter or broadcaster? 


SEND NOMINATIONS TO: 
2013 SPORTS HALL OF FAME 
c/o AMA ALUMNI HOUSE/MUSEUM 
POST OFFICE BOX 100 
FORT DEFIANCE, VA 24437 or to 
AugustaMilitary Academy @verizon.net 


2 DEADLINE FOR NOMINATIONS: 
5 JANUARY 2013 


me @ i 


Non-Profit Organization 
Postage and Fees Paid 
Augusta Military Academy 


p “ p Alumni Foundation 


P.O. Box 100, Fort Defiance, VA 24437 


Won't YOU volunteer just SIX HOURS a month? 


- Js 4/ Grateful thanks to the 
So TI 7 0 — ‘ | reunion photographers! 


§ 
\ 


: Most of the photos in this issue came 
from three sources and we are grateful to 
them for sharing their good works with us. 


Kiki (Mrs. Jorge, -70) Rovirosa 
Victor Gomez, 569 
Ruth and Howard Rosenthal, 68 


Enjoy the spectacular photos they have 
captured and be sure to thank them 
for their efforts! 


. 
AN 
-* 
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Reunion 2012 was a time for good friends to get together. 
_More pictures and reunion stories inside! 


On the 150" anniversary of the Civil War, AMA's Founder, Charles S. 
Roller, Senior, was remembered. Thespian Keene Byrd, 59, portrayed 
Professor Roller at Founder's Day Ceremonies in the Augusta Stone 
Church Cemetery. His remarks are carried in full inside. We were also 
fortunate to hear from AMA Alumni Foundation Trustee Admiral Mary 
DeCredico, Professor of History at the United States Naval Academy 
and an expert in the Civil War. Her remarks are also carried in full. 


IN THIS ISSUE: Steve Trent is new Alumni Association President © General 
Nicholson reports from Afghanistan © Roger Messick hosts Vietnam heroes © 


Dr. DeCredico takes us back to the Shenandoah Valley during the Civil War © 
Three Legacy Scholarships and three AMA Alumni Medals presented © Sports 
Hall of Fame back in 2013 © Gary Understein is off to the races & and more! 


